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   Walters State Community
College is a significant force in the
economic vitality of upper East
Tennessee, according to a recent
five-year study of the college’s
economic impact on the area.
   From 1997 to 2002, Walters
State contributed over $403
million to the region’s economy –
an average of $80.7 million per
year.
   The study, which was conducted
by educational consultant Dr. Fred
Martin of Knoxville, measured the
college’s economic impact on 16
counties in terms of  business
volume, jobs created and personal
income earned.

   “It’s significant that every $1 of
local revenues flowing into Walters
State generated $3.61 of local
business volume and from $3.53 to
$3.99 of individual income,” said
Walters State President Dr. Jack E.
Campbell.
   “That’s a total return on invest-
ment of $7.14 to $7.60 on the
local dollar,” he added.
   The study also showed that the
college supported 15,000 jobs.
   While the study demonstrates
Walters State’s contributions to
the region’s economic base,
Campbell says it doesn’t show the
intangible impact the college has on
the quality of life in the area.
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   Walters State’s Nursing Program
has been recognized for its
academic excellence and for its
reputation as an outstanding
employer.
   The program was a co-recipient
of the prestigious Tennessee Board
of Regents Academic Excellence
and Quality Award during the TBR’s
recent quarterly meeting in
Jackson. The nursing program at
Jackson State Community College
was also honored. In addition to
academic excellence, the award
recognized Walters State’s ability to
meet the healthcare needs of the
area by producing high quality and
innovative nurses.
   In presenting Walters State with
the Academic Excellence Award,
the TBR commended the college
for increasing access to the nursing
program during a time of limited
financial resources.
   “Our goal is to produce compe-
tent, well-prepared nurses who
make significant contributions to
the healthcare field and the quality
of life in upper East Tennessee,”
said Marty Rucker, dean of Walters
State’s Health Programs division.
“The TBR award recognizes our
ability to meet that goal.”
   The program was also named
Outstanding Employer of the Year
by the Tennessee Nurses Associa-
tion. That award recognizes the
program’s “leadership and support

Nursing Program Receives Quality, TNA Awards

Fall Enrollment Sets Record
A total of 6,214 credit-degree
students enrolled at Walters State
for fall 2003. This is a 5.2 percent
increase over last year and sets an
enrollment record. Walters State
serves an additional 4,000 students
in job training and continuing
education courses. The college also
experienced a record enrollment at
its Sevier County Campus where
1,340 students are enrolled.

Health Information Program
Earns National Accreditation
Walters State’s Health Information
Technology Program has received
national accreditation from the
Commission on Accreditation of
Allied Health Education Programs.
The three-year accreditation
follows an intensive, on-site review
of the program and makes Walters
State’s program the only nationally
accredited health information
technology course in upper East
Tennessee. The program awards
associate of applied science
degrees and graduates work in
health care facilities for physician
groups and insurance companies.
With this accreditation, graduates
of the program can sit for the
licensure exam to become regis-
tered health information techni-
cians. The field is expected to be
one of the decade’s fastest growing
occupations.

WSCC Hosts Security Office
Walters State’s Public Safety
Campus is now host to the East
Tennessee office of the state’s
Homeland Security Department.
Morristown was chosen because of
its proximity to major transporta-
tion routes and the presence of the
college’s Public Safety Division. The
office is staffed with two full-time
public safety professionals and an
administrative assistant. The office
works closely with state and local
law enforcement agencies.

Marty Rucker, dean of Health Programs, left, and Cheryl McCall, director of
the Nursing Program, pose with the Tennessee Board of Regents Academic
Excellence and Quality Award.

for the advancement of nursing and
nursing programs,” said Wanda
Hooper, TNA president.
   Walters State’s nursing program,
which is fully accredited by the
National League for Nursing, has
become the college’s flagship
program and one of the nation’s
leaders in producing nurses. Last
year, the American Association of
Community Colleges ranked the
nursing program No. 52 out of the

more than 700 nursing programs
that offer associate degrees in
nursing.
   Over 2,600 individuals have
graduated from the program since
its inception in 1975. This year, 270
students are enrolled. The program
has a 95 percent placement rate
for its graduates.
   The nursing program has 14 full-
time faculty members, all having
master’s degrees in nursing.



PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

   With the creation of the Tennessee lottery getting so much press of
late, there has also been much discussion and speculation concerning
the new Hope Scholarship Program which is to be funded by revenue
from the lottery.  Without getting into such issues as the morality of a
state-sanctioned lottery, how lottery revenues could best be utilized, or
even whether the establishment of a state lottery represents sound
fiscal policy for our state, I would like to share with you some observa-
tions regarding this new scholarship program and, indeed, the future of
scholarships in our colleges and universities.
   Let me begin by noting that there are still many unanswered questions
relative to the actual implementation of the Tennessee lottery and the
Hope Scholarship Program; and, thus, the following observations must
be taken in the context of a fair amount of uncertainty at this early
stage of policy development and lack of operational experience.
   Despite a concerted effort on the part of many state leaders to
caution their constituents to the contrary, it seems that an alarming
number of our citizens are laboring under the misimpression that the
lottery represents a panacea for higher education and will somehow
compensate for over a decade of inadequate funding for our state
colleges and universities.  Let me be perfectly clear on this point.  First
of all, I understand that only approximately 30 percent of lottery
revenues are anticipated to be expended in support of higher education;
and all of those dollars are restricted to funding the Hope Scholarship
Program.  In essence, this means that, theoretically at least, more
students than ever before will be applying for admission to our state
colleges and  universities when those institutions are suffering from the
lowest percentage of state funding per capita in modern times.
   Secondly, higher education administrators have been advised that, at
least initially, those students who qualify for Hope Scholarships to attend
one of our 13 state community colleges will receive only $1,500 in
scholarship assistance.  Since required fees alone total $2,062 for the
current academic year, it is clear that supplemental scholarship programs
will be required to cover the gap for those students deemed worthy of
a “full” scholarship.
   Even in counties like Sevier where the new Sevier County Partners in
Progress Scholarships are guaranteeing qualified recipients two years of
study at Walters State, the scholarship assistance from both the Partners
in Progress and Hope Scholarships would not be sufficient to allow
Walters State to remain competitive with other colleges and universities
in attracting those superior scholars who are capable of inspiring their
classmates and challenging our faculty to excellence in preparation and
classroom performance.  The 22 high school valedictorians and salutato-
rians currently enrolled at our college bear evidence to the effectiveness
of our current scholarship program which includes some 250 Academic
Work Scholarships and over 137 named endowed scholarships offered
through the Walters State Foundation.
   Certainly, I am grateful for the expanded access which the Hope
Scholarship is intended to provide; but none of us should feel satisfied
until all high school graduates in our state have the opportunity to
prepare themselves to make maximum contributions to their families
and to this state through realizing their full potential.  Therefore, I view
every check written to one of our scholarship programs as one more
step taken toward that ideal.

ATTENTION: WSCC ALUMNI
To stay informed of all the great things hap-
pening at your alma mater, sign up to receive
The Hub online. Simply send your e-mail
address to Anna.Shoup@ws.edu.

    Morristown artist and WSCC alumnus Jane Carter
 Buis seems drawn to unusual mediums.
    Having first established herself as an artist based on
 beautiful creations carved from ordinary gourds, she
 now finds herself working to revive the ancient art of
 Stele, carving artwork into marble slabs. (Stele
 translates as “standing block.”)
    Buis is one of ten artists chosen to create work for
 the Tennessee One Ton Show.  Artists were each given

                           one ton of Tennessee marble and told to create.  The
                          project was conceived originally as part of the 2003
Dogwood Arts Festival.  All ten creations are now on display in the
gardens at the University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture in
Knoxville.
   Buis’ sculpture depicts an African woman as the center of a blossom-
ing flower.
   “I wanted to show nature as the queen of everything,” the Jefferson
City native explained. Her marble work stands 59 inches high and 27
inches wide. Creating the piece took 192 hours—and a lot of patience.
   “Going from a gourd to a one-ton marble slab was a challenge. I can
move a gourd anyway I want to, but I had to learn to work around the
marble.”
   Buis began her career as an artist inadvertently twelve years ago when
she picked up a few decorated gourds at a yard sale. She began to
experiment and eventually started carving the vegetables.
   Now, she spends hours transforming gourds and pieces of wood,
peeling away what she considers the outer core—an object’s shape in
nature—to reveal the art hidden underneath.
   She refers to her work as AfroLachian art because it blends the
different heritages that are part of her bloodline: Appalachian, African-
American and American Indian.
   “It’s very important to me that I don’t leave any part of my heritage
out of my art,” Buis explained. “If my art brings someone a feeling of
peace or love, then I am satisfied. Hopefully, my work will open the eyes
of others just a little.”
   That hope is part of the reason she stays in Tennessee, resisting the
trend of many African-American artists who have left the area in search
of larger audiences in more urban areas like Atlanta or Detroit.
   While Buis says many of her friends from her college days might be
surprised to learn she is now an artist, they likely wouldn’t be surprised
to find her working in a medium so close to nature. She loved growing
up in the country and her degree is in horticulture.
   Buis’ works have been exhibited in many local and regional galleries
and museums and she was the featured artist of the 2001 Kuumba
Festival. Her work is currently displayed at the Beck Cultural Center in
Knoxville and Collectibles and Antiques in Strawberry Plains.

   FACULTY FOOTNOTES
Marty Rucker, associate professor and dean, Division of Health
Programs, spoke about issues in Associate Degree programs at the
National Organization for Associate Degree Programs, Tennessee
Chapter, fall conference in Knoxville.

Jerry Maloy, associate professor of Music and Theatre, has been named
to the East Tennessee Regional Arts and Culture Coalition. The group is
dedicated to promoting arts and cultures and includes representatives
from 13 counties.

Laura Ritter, associate professor of Music, served as chair for the
Repertoire and Standards Committee for Two-Year Colleges at this
year’s American Choral Director’s Convention in Knoxville.

Missy Hopper, head of Developmental Education, Reading, spent three
weeks in China speaking about the American higher education system at
several Chinese universities.

Kay Moneyhun, professor of Mathematics, hosted gifted sixth graders
for a day of math exploration at the Greeneville/Greene County Center
for Higher Education.

Buis

WSCC Alumnus Reviving
Ancient Tradition of Stele



CLASS NOTES

Tiffany Dalton Stroud, A.S.,
General Studies, teaches and
coaches basketball at Washburn
School. She and her husband,
Phillip, live in Bean Station.

2000
Becky Wilds-Dixon, A.A.S.,
Respiratory Therapy, is a respira-
tory therapist at Johnson City
Medical Center. She and her
husband, Mark, live in Greeneville.

2001
Crystal Seals, A.S., Physical
Therapy Assistant, is a physical
therapist assistant with the East
Tennessee Rehabilitation Center
in Morristown. She is married to
Matthew Seals.

2002
Megan Montgomery, A.S.,
General Studies, has been named
branch manager and banking
officer of the Deane Hill Shopping
Center location of Citizens
National Bank.

FROM THE
FOUNDATION UP

   Walters State will benefit from the recent $2.7 million sale of a 38-
acre tract of real estate in Pigeon Forge.
   This news was presented to foundation trustees at their fall board
meeting on Oct. 20.
   The 38 acres of real estate were donated to the college to fund a
charitable remainder unitrust established by long-time Walters State
supporters and honorary trustees Mary Ruth Cutshaw and her sister,
the late Jessie Cates, both of Sevier County.
   The trust will be administered by the foundation, which serves as the
trust’s trustee and is also the remainder beneficiary.
   Trustees also learned during a college update by Walters State
President Dr. Jack Campbell that despite fewer state dollars for higher
education, the college is sustaining high quality academic programs and
services.
   He noted that the college’s graduates exceed the national mean on a
standardized test used to measure a student’s general-education
knowledge.  And Walters State students who take licensure exams have
very high pass rates.  A total of 91 percent of Walters State students
passed their state and national licensure exams on the first try, com-
pared to state and national averages of 80 percent.
   Campbell told trustees that all academic programs eligible for
accreditation at the college are accredited and that Walters State has
over 20 articulation agreements with other colleges and universities.
   Also reported during the meeting was the news that the college’s
Sevier County Campus, which has experienced a significant growth in
enrollment over the last several years, had a record enrollment of over
1,300 students. That enrollment represents an 11 percent increase over
last year.
   Trustees learned that a new roof for the Greeneville/Greene County
Center for Higher Education was recently completed and fund-raising
efforts to replace two boilers at the center are under way in Greene
County. Enrollment at the Greeneville Center is up 18 percent over last
year.
   It was also reported that since the foundation’s annual meeting in May,
over $273,000 has been donated in gifts of $500 or larger. The founda-
tion also raised over $65,000 for academic scholarships during its 2002-
03 Annual Fund campaign.
   The Walters State Foundation, which is considered one of the most
successful foundations in the country among colleges of Walters State’s
size, has a current fund balance of over $10 million.

   The Walters State Basic Law Enforcement Academy graduated its 50th

class of future public-safety officers in November.  The class brings the
total number of individuals who have graduated from the academy to
2,000.
   Established in 1986, the Walters State academy has experienced
tremendous growth and is widely recognized as one of the premier
training centers for law enforcement officers.  A few years ago a former
associate director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation who was
conducting a formal review of the college’s Criminal Justice Program
concluded that it was “one of the top 25 programs in the United States.”
   “Many people deserve credit for the academy’s success, such as A.M.
“Buster” Brown (former chair of the Public Safety Division) and Fred
Phillips (commissioner of the Tennessee Department of Safety) who
were instrumental in establishing the program.  And all of our faculty are
hired not just for their academic abilities but for their leadership and
experience in the law enforcement field,” said Dr. Jack Campbell, Walters
State president.
    The Walters State academy, which was the first and only one in the
state to offer academic credit in addition to state-mandated certification,
offers law enforcement officers the opportunity to train close to home.
   Prior to the academy’s opening, local officers had to travel to
Donelson in order to receive the Police Officers’ Standards and Training
(POST) certification required of all new law enforcement recruits during
their first year of employment. Officers stay in dormitory facilities at the
Greeneville Center and receive instruction in firearms, defensive and
tactical driving, community policing, criminal law, first aid, CPR and
physical conditioning.

1984
Donna Murray, Business, has been
named manager of the Volunteer
Parkway Office of Twin City Bank.

1992
Angel “Cheyenne” Emory, A.S.,
Criminal Justice, is now a flight
attendant with United Airlines. She
is married to Tom Donohue and
lives in Long Beach, N.Y.

1996
Elizabeth Ayers Neil, A.S.,
General Studies, teaches language
arts at Lincoln Heights Middle
School in Morristown. She earned
a B.S. from Tusculum College and a
M.A.T. from Carson Newman
College. She and her husband,
Robert, have a son, Jackson.

1999
Dr. Cheri Archambeault,
General Studies, has earned an OD
from Indiana University School of
Optometry and has joined the
practice of EyeCare Associates in
Morristown.

2000
Charlie Buchanan, A.S., Business,
is now a cardiac claims analyst for
UNUM Provident Insurance in
Chattanooga. He earned a B.S. in
marketing with a 3.97 GPA from
the University of Tennessee in
Chattanooga, where he started the
school’s first SIFE chapter. He and
his wife, Melissa, live in
Chickamauga, Ga.

Alumni News

Full name  _____________________________________________

Address     _____________________________________________

Years Attended ____________ Area of study________  Degree ___

Current position and/or activities____________________________

______________________________________________________

Full name of spouse_____________________No. of  children_______

Name and address of someone who will always know your address

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
Return to Office of College Advancement, Walters State Community,
500 South Davy Crockett Parkway, Morristown, TN 37813 or e-mail
your news to Debra.Williams@ws.edu.

Casey Jack Nicholson, A.S.,
General Studies, is now a
student at the Memphis Theo-
logical Seminary and works as
an administrative assistant to
the exectuvie director of the
General Assembly Council of
the Cumberland Presbyterian
Church in Memphis.

Fiftieth Police Cadet Class
Completes WSCC Academy
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Follow the Senators and

For a schedule of
away games for both
the Senators and the
Lady Senators, visit

www.ws.edu.

Senators/Lady Senators 03-04
Home Schedule

Dec.   5    LS vs. Georgia Perimeter, 6 p.m.
Dec.   6    LS vs. Volunteer State, 6 p.m.

  S vs. Volunteer State, 8 p.m.
Jan.   7     S vs. Mayland, 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 14     LS vs. Spartanburg Methodist, 6 p.m.
Jan. 17   LS vs. Columbia State, 2 p.m.

  S vs. Columbia State, 4 p.m.
Jan. 18     S vs. Faulkner State, 2 p.m.
Jan. 21     LS vs. Chattanooga State, 6 p.m.
                S vs. Chattanooga State, 8 p.m.
Jan. 31     LS vs. Hiwassee, 6 p.m.
                S vs. Hiwassee, 8 p.m.
Feb.  7     LS vs. Motlow State, 2 p.m.
                S vs. Motlow State, 4 p.m.
Feb. 11    LS vs. Roane State, 6 p.m.
                S vs. Roane State, 8 p.m.
Feb. 18    LS vs. Cleveland State, 6 p.m
                S vs. Cleveland State, 8 p.m

March 2-7:  TJCCAA/NJCAA Region VII
Tournament at Motlow State Community College

   Both the Senators and the Lady Senators enter the 2003-04 season with hopes of repeating
and even surpassing last season’s successes.
   All American Jerry Nichols returns from a redshirt season to lead the Senators.
   Last season, the Senators went 20-11 and won the Eastern Division of the TJCCAA. Carlyle
lost some of the talent from that team and says his main concern with recruiting was to build as
much depth as possible to help cope with the physical style of play in the conference. He
succeeded and now can go as many as three deep in most positions.
   “Overall, I feel like we have had a great recruiting class. We recruited someone in all positions,
and that will provide us with great depth in all our spots.”
   New recruits expected to contribute early include Brandon Bradley, an All State performer
from University High in Johnson City.
   Coach Dave Kragel’s Lady Senators return only five players from last year’s 24-7 season.
    Kragel focused much of his recruiting energy on finding talented forwards. He was able to
land five players that can contribute immediately. Kragel will be counting on this young talent to
help match last season, which saw the team stopped just one win short of a national tourna-
ment appearance.
   “Our schedule is a tough one, but I set it up in a way to get us ready for the conference games
down the road,” Kragel said. “Our league is as tough this year as it was last season, so playing
tough games early will hopefully help us out later in the year.”

Senators, Lady Senators Ready for
Tough 2003-04 Conference Action

Nichols to Play for Div. I Arkansas State

Nichols

   Senators standout Jerry Nichols will continue his intercollegiate basketball
career at Arkansas State University.
   Nichols, a 6-foot-5-inch sophomore guard from Memphis, is averaging 19
points a game this year. During his freshman year, he averaged 22 points and
was named MVP of the TJCCAA/NJCAA Region VII tournament. He was also
named to the NJCAA National All-Tournament team.
   “Jerry is probably the best player who has ever played here,” said Senators
head coach Bill Carlyle. “He has a fierce drive to compete, is always ready to
play and is a very unselfish player.”
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