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College CenterNamed to Honor Campbell

Labor Grant To Fund New
Workforce Education Center
A $1.9 million grant from the
U.S. Department of Labor will be
used to establish the Center for
Workforce Education. The new
program will enable both
employed and unemployed
workers to learn marketable
skills. The project is a joint effort
between Walters State’s Divi-
sion of Technical Education and
the Center for Workforce
Development. The new center
will open in 2006.

Long-time Professor Pens
Second Book on Yellowstone
A new book by Dr. Orville Bach,
economics professor, gives
readers a behind-the-scenes
look at the nation’s first national
park. “Tracking the Spirit of
Yellowstone” details his adven-
tures while serving as a sea-
sonal ranger over the past 30
years. The book is illustrated by
Bach’s wife, Margaret. The book
is published by Blue Willow
Press. His first book, a guide to
Yellowstone’s backcountry, is
still in print.

International Center to Open
An agreement between Walters
State and the Hamblen County
Department of Education will
greatly enhance efforts to
provide more educational
opportunities to non-English
speaking residents. An Interna-
tional Center will be established
in the college’s East Tennessee
Regional Public Safety Center
for non-English speaking
students from pre-school
through high school. Students
will attend the Center part of
each regular school day for
language instruction. The center
will also be utilized by the
college for internationally related
programs and services.

  The Tennessee Board of
Regents has unanimously voted
to honor President Emeritus Dr.
Jack E. Campbell by naming the
College Center building in his
honor.
   The building is now known as
the Jack E. Campbell College
Center.
   “Dr. Campbell contributed over
30 years of unparalleled leader-
ship and service in building what
our entire faculty and staff
regard as one of the premier
community colleges in this
country,” said Walters State
President Dr. Wade McCamey
in recommending the naming of
the building through Chancellor
Dr. Charles Manning to the TBR,
the college’s governing body.
TBR members voted for the
name change at the quarterly
meeting held in December at
Walters State.
   Most alumni will remember the
College Center as the center of
Walters State activity on the
Morristown campus. It was the
first building constructed on the
campus, opening in the fall of
1971. The “Z” Buda Assembly

Jan. 17
Spring semester begins

Feb. 7
Lady Senators Softball
Home Opener

Feb. 24
Senators Baseball
Home Opener

March 17-19 and
March 24-26
“The Tempest,”
Theatre, Morristown
Campus

May 6
Commencement

From left, Dr. Wade McCamey, Walters State president, and TBR
Chancellor Dr. Charles Manning congratulate President Emeritus
Dr. Jack E. Campbell after the college’s governing body voted to
name the College Center in his honor.

Hall and Gymnasium, the
cafeteria, the bookstore and
administrative offices are all
located in the building.

College Awarded Perfect Score
in THEC’s Performance Funding
   WSCC is one of only three
Tennessee colleges to be
awarded 100 percent of avail-
able performance funding by the
Tennessee Higher Education
Commission.
   Performance funding provides
financial incentives to public
colleges and universities for
exceeding state standards on
quality measures. Roane State
Community College and the
University of Tennessee at
Martin also received perfect
scores.
   “This news is a direct result of
the dedication and hard work of
our faculty and staff,” said
President Dr. Wade McCamey.
   “It demonstrates Walters
State’s commitment to account-
ability, institutional effectiveness

and excellence in teaching.”
   This is the first time the
college has received a perfect
score, even though it has come
very close in years past. Recent
scores have hovered in the
upper 90s.
   Walters State will receive an
extra 5.45 percent of its appro-
priated budget, or $1.1 million
from the state.
   McCamey said that students
will benefit from the college’s
extra funding, but the perfect
score means much more than
money.
   “For students, alumni and the
community, the score is an
assurance that Walters State
continues to be a high-quality
educational institution,”
McCamey said.
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    When the 278th Regimental Combat Team of
the Tennessee National Guard left for Iraq, they
had a combat veteran with them.
    WSCC alumnus Dennis Knight of Morristown
had first gone to Iraq as part of Operation Desert
Storm in 1991. At the time, he was a young
Marine on active-duty. When he was called up for
his second trip, he was a part-time soldier,
MAHLE employee, and husband and father of
two.
   “The first time I went to Iraq, a phone call home was $4 a
minute. This time, it was 4 cents a minute. And e-mail wasn’t
around the first time. That made a big difference,” Knight said.
   E-mail enabled him to have almost daily communication with his
wife, Carolyn. That gave both added peace of mind. Even though
he was fighting in a war half-way around the world, he still felt like
he was part of his family.
   During his most recent trip to Iraq, Knight and his unit went on
many infantry missions, patrolled roads to keep them safe for
convoys and searched for illegal arms in their assigned sector of
Iraq. His biggest find was an arsenal of 500 anti-aircraft missiles
hidden in a local village.
   The highlight of the year he spent in the Middle East came early
in his stay, when the Iraqi people elected an interim government.
He was assigned to provide security at a polling facility. The
soldiers were prepared for violence. Instead, they found them-
selves part of spontaneous celebrations.
   “People came out of the polling place so happy and waving their
finger that had the purple ink showing they had voted. An older
gentleman began preaching and younger men carried him on their
shoulders. People were dancing. It was incredible,” Knight re-
called.
   The unit also worked hard to improve living conditions. The
group installed 18 wells to provide fresh drinking water and paved
roads.
   Knight is very proud of the way his unit performed in Iraq.
   “The only difference between us and the active duty unit that
replaced us was age. They were younger and they probably could
have beat us in a race. But our soldiers were well-trained and
mature. We brought a lot to the table from our civilian jobs. I can
do anything with metal. We also had a policeman, a carpenter, an
engineer. Everyone had three or four skill sets that were used.”
   Knight, who returned in November, has settled back into his
primary role as father to Matthew, 13, and Terra, 17. He’s also
returned to his job as a manufacturing technologist at MAHLE,
Inc. Knight earned his A.A.S. in Manufacturing Technology in
2003.

Alumnus Returns Home
From Second Iraqi Trip

   As our fall 2005 semester comes to a close, I would like to take
this opportunity to focus on just a few of the many highlights from
the last six months.
   Walters State’s commitment to excellence in teaching, account-
ability and institutional effectiveness has been recognized by the
Tennessee Higher Education Commission. Walters State was one
of only three colleges in Tennessee to earn 100 percent of
available performance funding (see article on the front page for
more information). More than anything else, this perfect score on
performance funding shows that our students are receiving the
programs and services they need to be successful in life.
   Another initiative that involves Walters State’s commitment to
continuous planning was the selection of a topic for our Quality
Enhancement Plan (QEP), which will be one of the components
assessed by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
during the college’s upcoming reaffirmation of accreditation review
process. The QEP provides a means for colleges to focus on a
single topic for enhancing student learning. Following an intensive,
collaborative process in which numerous aspects of the college’s
programs and services were considered, faculty decided on a QEP
action plan that will increase student motivation and encourage
personal responsibility for learning. To accomplish this goal, the
manner in which teaching styles and student-learning styles
interface will be assessed, with the results being incorporated into
the learning environment.
   In addition to preparing for the college’s reaffirmation of accredi-
tation process by SACS, several individual programs were re-
viewed this past semester for reaccreditation. They included our
Paramedic, Nursing and Physical Therapist Assistant programs.
   Initiatives such as performance funding, the quality education
plan and reaffirmation of accreditation are essential elements of
Walters State’s strategic planning and commitment to continuous
improvement. However, more tangible results of such planning are
seen in the successes of our students, faculty and staff.
   Walters State recently had a wonderful opportunity to showcase
some of these successes during the recent Tennessee Board of
Regents quarterly meeting, which was hosted by the college at our
Morristown campus. Through student presentations and perfor-
mances held throughout the meeting, TBR members, as well as
presidents and other representatives from higher-education
institutions from across the state, got to see first-hand the reason
and purpose for our collective planning.  Culinary arts and restau-
rant management students prepared and served gourmet lunches
and dinners; cadets from the Basic Law Enforcement Academy
demonstrated defensive tactical maneuvers; students from our
music and theatre department performed several times; some of
our international students produced an Indian fashion show; our
nursing students held a health fair, and the Students In Free
Enterprise team gave a multi-media presentation on their commu-
nity service projects and other accomplishments.
   Our students, faculty and staff are to be commended not only for
the purposeful accomplishments that were in evidence during
student presentations and performances but also for their gracious
hospitality throughout the TBR meeting.
   While it’s rewarding to reflect on a few of the college’s many
accomplishments, there is no time to rest on our laurels. As spring
semester gets under way, we will be busy putting into effect the
previous six months’ planning. And we’ll also be looking ahead. For
our students to succeed in life and work, the college must continu-
ously plan for the future so that it can adapt to the educational and
workforce needs of the area we serve.

K.C. Cornett, director of the Physical Therapist Assistant Pro-
gram, is serving as vice-chair of the Tri-Cities District of the
Tennessee Physical Therapy Association.

Dr. David White, professor of English, presented a workshop
entitled “Professor Presence” for TBR and RODP professors.
The workshop shared techniques for enriching online courses.

Nicole Cardwell-Hampton, associate professor of Greenhouse
and Nursery Management, has been named a Maxine Smith
Fellow by the Tennessee Board of Regents.

Jane Walker, assistant professor of Nursing, contributed a
chapter that provided an overview of hospital-based care to the
book “Health Care Financial Management for Nurse Managers,”
published this year by Jones and Bartlett Publishers.

Rebecca Jane Brown, associate professor of Nursing, has been
chosen as president-elect by the Tennessee Organization for
Nursing.

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

   FACULTY FOOTNOTES



   The Walters State Community College Foundation has received
over $365,000 in contributions since its annual meeting in May.
Also, the foundation met its 2004-05 annual fund campaign goal
for student scholarships.
   This news was presented to the foundation trustees at their fall
board meeting on Monday, Oct. 17, at the Morristown campus.
   Foundation trustees also learned about some of Walters State’s
accomplishments for the 2004-05 academic year during a college
update from Walters State president Dr. Wade McCamey.
   Among the highlights, McCamey said that Walters State rated
higher-than-average in several areas on a national benchmark
survey, including the amount spent per student on instruction and
the number of hours taught by full-time faculty.
   Through a program designed to inform Hope Lottery Scholarship
recipients of eligibility requirements and through services such as
counseling and tutoring, Walters State had one of the highest
lottery scholarship retention rates in the state last year. Almost
70 percent of lottery scholarship recipients enrolled at Walters
State met requirements to retain their scholarship, McCamey said.
   The Walters State foundation, which is considered one of
the most successful foundations in the country among colleges
of Walters State’s size, has a current fund balance of $12.7
million.

Chef Finds Success With
Heart-Healthy Cooking
   Using her love of cooking and her Culinary Arts
degree, Cheryl Hatfield has taken a small
catering business and grown it into one of
Knoxville’s hottest new eateries.
   Black Tie Bistro and Catering opened last year
in the trendy Turkey Creek area of West Knox
County. The restaurant is rich with atmosphere,
including cafe-style seating and French decor.
The delicious and healthy food, though, is what
really packs in the lunchtime crowd.
   Hatfield’s business began after some friends
commented on her cooking skills and encouraged her to consider
becoming a chef. It didn’t take long for word to spread and soon
her catering service was in high demand.
   She soon realized that her business could grow even more if
she knew more about the industry. That’s when she enrolled in the
college’s Rel Maples Institute for Culinary Arts.
   “I learned so much in the program. The courses are about so
much more than just cooking. I learned how to run a kitchen and I
got experience in working large events. It gave me confidence,”
she recalls.
   Now, she uses her degree in all of her advertising and believes
having that formal education does put her a step ahead of many
caterers. As her catering business continued to grow, opening a
restaurant seemed a natural step. Soon after opening, the Bistro
was attracting hungry diners from local shopping centers, busi-
nesses and a nearby hospital.
   Black Tie Bistro fills a unique niche, offering a variety of deli-
cious foods for health-conscious diets. The restaurant concen-
trates on heart-conscious fare and ingredients are always fresh.
The restaurant is also capitalizing on a relatively new trend,
gourmet-to-go.
   “After work, people stop in and can order items shown in our
glass case. The food is ready to put in the oven. We give people
the option of serving a fast and healthy meal to their family without
spending hours in the kitchen,” Hatfield said.
   While the restaurant continues to grow, Hatfield still focuses
much of her energy on her catering business. She specializes in
business lunches and usually does 6 or 7 each day, serving about
40 people at each one. She uses the same recipes served in her
restaurant for her catering customers.
   Hatfield gave up catering weddings and weekend events several
years ago to focus on her main clientele. With her focus on quality,
her success is sure to continue.

1992
Rob Pratt , A.S. General Sci-
ences, has joined the practice of
Terry, Terry and Stapleton in
Morristown. He graduated from
the UT College of Law in May
and has passed the Tennessee
Bar Exam. He previously was a
news anchor and reporter at
WJHL in Johnson City. He
served as  assistant director of
public information at Walters
State from 1999-2002. He is
married to Dr. Eustacia Pratt.

1995
Angela Dawn Trent Atkins ,
A.S. Computer Science, is office
administrator at Hamblen
Pediatrics. She and her hus-
band, Randy, have two children.

1997
Traci Stokes Whitley , A.S.
Nursing, is an oncology nurse
with Georgia Cancer Special-
ists. She and her husband,
Robert, live in Newnan, Ga.

1998
Jenny Honeycutt-Royal , Mass
Communications, is an affiliate
broker with Parrish Realty in
Greeneville. She is married to
Lance Royal, defensive coordi-
nator for the Tusculum College
football program.

1999
Rodolfo Calva Marquez , A.S.
General Studies, earned a B.S.
in Electrical Engineering from
Tennessee Tech. He is an
electrical engineer with TVA.

2000
Anthony Rice , A.S. Education,
has earned his Ed.S. from  UT.
He lives in Newport.
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2001
Cynthia (Raines) Morie , A.S.
General Studies, is a collection
officer with City Employees
Credit Union in Knoxville. She
and her husband, John, have
one child and live in Seymour.

2002
Jeremy Strader , A.A.S. Hotel
and Restaurant Management,
has been called to active duty
with the Army Reserves and is
serving as a medic in Germany.
In the civilian world, he’s a
restaurant manager.

2003
Tuney Johnson,  A.S. Industrial
Technology Manufacturing,
completed his undergraduate
degree at ETSU and works at
Howmet in Morristown.

Russ Reel, A.S. Pre-Veterin-
ary, is in his second year at the
UT Veterinary School in Knox-
ville.

2005
Morgan Akens, A.S. General
Studies, is the photography
editor for The East Tennessean,
the ETSU student newspaper.

Chasity Reagan , A.S.
General Studies, is attending
Carson-Newman College. She
plans to become a physician’s
assistant.

IN MEMORIUM
Darold M. Carter of St. Peters,
Mo., passed away from brain
cancer. He leaves behind his
wife, JoAnn, and four children.
He was a member of the
Nursing Class of 1981.

CLASS NOTES

THE FOUNDATION  UP



Ralph Legg, No. 20,
drives in for a lay up.
Legg leads the NJCAA
Region VII in scoring.
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Basketball Season Off to Promising Start for WSCC Teams
   The Senators and the Lady
Senators are poised for repeat
trips to the NJCAA national
tournaments, despite a few early
injuries.
   The Lady Senators reached No.
14 in the national polls and enjoyed
a successful November road trip to
Atlanta, beating national power-
house Georgia Perimeter in their
home tournament.
   “We paid a price for those wins,”
said head coach Dave Kragel. “I lost
two of my starting guards.”
   Talented Kiesha Nicholson was
injured during the Georgia Perim-
eter game. She has returned to
action but is not at 100 percent yet.
Dana Garrett tore an ACL during
the same game. Her injury will
require surgery, knocking her out
for the rest of the season.
   “This is the time when our other
players will have to step up. Great
ball teams have players that come
forward in times like these. We’ll
see how hungry they are,” Kragel
said.
   Kragel celebrated a milestone in
December, securing his 600th
victory as a head coach. Only
three active coaches in NJCAA
women’s basketball have more
wins.
   The Senators have also broken
into the nation’s top 25 with an
impressive start. Wins in the first

two months of play came despite
the loss of two players to knee
injuries before the season began.
   Sophomore Patrick Youmessi and
freshman Joe Lackey required
surgery and are not expected to
return this season.
   “We’ve made a lot of adjust-
ments and they seem to be
working,” said head coach Bill
Carlyle. “We’ve moved a couple of
the bigger forwards out to post.”
   The Senators are posting
league-leading numbers this season.
Every statistical category includes a
Walters State player.  At press time,
sophomore guard Ralph Legg leads
the league in scoring with an
average of 20.6 points per game.
Tyler Jones, also a sophomore, is
not far behind with 16.5. The two
also lead the league in three-point
accuracy.
   “We have the talent. I have no
doubt of that with regard to this
team. We just need to stay consis-
tent and focused and I believe we’ll
keep winning ball games,” Carlyle
said.
   The teams have full months in
January and February before both
wrap up their home schedules Feb.
25 against Southwest Tennessee
Community College. National
tournament bids will be deter-
mined by regional tournaments.

500 South Davy Crockett Parkway
Morristown, TN 37813-6892

Get in on the action!
Admission to all Walters State home basketball games are
free.  Visit www.ws.edu for a complete schedule.


