
Fall 2009 Humanities Teaching Tools

Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 2410-H21

DescriptionTool1

I have constructed Powerpoint slides that correspond to each literary text that we cover in the class. These slides include art work, sculpture, NASA photos, pictures of archaeological digs, audio clips, 
YouTube video clips, and more. As we read through e

RationalTool1

Visual students enjoy connecting the art and sculpture to the works and authors we discuss. They also like to see what life might have been like and how things look today. Sensory learners find the audio 
clips to be a wonderful way to absorb the cadence and rhythm of such poems as Beowulf and Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. The YouTube video clips are good for both visual and sensory learners and 
often encourage active learners to go rent the video.

ImproveTool1

More can always be added as new links appear on the Internet.

DescriptionTool2

Students are asked to create a timeline that covers the Western World during span of time we study (3000 BCE - the late 1600s). Important events that fall within the following categories must be 
identified in the timeline: Religion, Politics, War, Nature,

RationalTool2

Sequential learners love to apply these details to a timeline to get a big picture, and global learners love to look at the big picture and find the smaller details.

ImproveTool2

Students have found this project to be helpful in understanding the material and in studying for exams. This can be an individual project or a group one. It would be a good idea to try it in various ways.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

1010--H25

DescriptionTool1

One activity used employed magazine ads to help show students how advertisers use persuasive methods to convince their readers to buy their product. This activity has students use the same methods 
employed in writing a persuasive paper to evaluate the adv

RationalTool1

This assignment targets the visual and global learner. Student see that the same methods: examples, authorities, predictions, etc. are used in all types of argument/persuasion.

ImproveTool1

I will use this activity again. It helps all learners make connections. The students enjoy the activity.

DescriptionTool2

This assignment asks students to write an outline of an outline. They must discuss in detail the function of each part of a formal sentence and phrase outline.

RationalTool2

This activity is intended for the global and sequential learner. If they are asked to explain why they are constructing the outline in a certain way, then they are more likely to understand the function of the 
parts when they are writing an outline for th

ImproveTool2

I will use this activity again. Student essay outlines seem to be more organized after having done this activity.
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Department

Developmental Reading

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

DSPR 0800

DescriptionTool1

Same as DSPR 0700 section 111. These classes meet together

RationalTool1

Same

ImproveTool1

Same

DescriptionTool2

Same

RationalTool2

Same

ImproveTool2

Same
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010-H26

DescriptionTool1

Students choose a current article from a local newspaper and write a letter to the editor, keeping in mind the audiences of both the newspaper editor and the community members (some of whom they 
know and some they do not.) Once the letter is finished, the

RationalTool1

This activity gives active learners something to write about that they can actually see within the community. Because they are choosing from a local paper and they can select whichever story they would 
like, they often have a vested interest or know someone involved in the story. Reflective learners can also benefit because they can see the greater impact of themselves on the community as well as the 
impact the community has on them.

ImproveTool1

Students really enjoyed this activity. Finding a way for students to include pictures whether from the paper or ones they take themselves would help visual and active learners become even more engaged 
in this activity.

DescriptionTool2

After writing the letter to the editor, students must turn the topic into an argumentative paper. The article may only be a support piece for a greater topic, or it may be the focus of the entire paper.

RationalTool2

This activity is great for reflective learners because they can evaluate their original reactions to the article in the newspaper as a citizen of the community and see how their own ideas have changed the 
more they have thought about the topic. Global lea

ImproveTool2

Students really enjoyed this activity. It would be useful to have students interview someone local for their assignment, giving them another active role and putting a face to names mentioned and topics 
discussed.
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Department

Developmental Writing

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

800

DescriptionTool1

When introducing a new skill, I allow students to take an individual look at the assignment, then give them time to discuss and support their answers with a partner or small group, and then we will come 
together as a class to compare and incorrect respons

RationalTool1

I believe that on occassion students can learn from a classmate as well as from the instructor. Considering students sometimes have the same questions and problems with new concepts, it can be 
beneficial for a student to hear an explanation or an example of a correct response from a peer.

ImproveTool1

It might be beneficial for me, as the instructor, to make sure that when group work is occurring, each student is pulling his/her own weight and not letting another student do the majority of the work. For 
when this happens, the less involved student will

DescriptionTool2

When a student is struggling with a paticular skill, I will revisit the skill with that student or the entire class. Students are then sometimes given the opportunity to do additional assignments pertaining to 
the skill, which should allow the student the

RationalTool2

Sometimes new skills are more challenging than others. I think when it is apparent that this has occurred, it is beneficial to revisit/reteach and sometimes reevaluate.

ImproveTool2

Students do not always give their best effort if they know that they will be given the opportunity for a "do over"; therefore, this strategy must be used sparingly.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

Comp I/1010

DescriptionTool1

Peer review groups wherein the students critique one another's rough drafts: an exercise aimed at Active Learners and verbal learners.

RationalTool1

This assessment of by peers helps the students defend, often verbally, positions when writing argumentative papers. The debates and evaluations the students make help them measure their progress and 
prioritize their work. In addition, the students recieve important peer support. Since so many of my students were active learners, these tool seemed justified, and hopefully it helped verbal learners as 
well.

ImproveTool1

In an attempt to incorporate sensing learners into the exercise, I believe I can connect peer review to bussiness meetings where groups thrash out solutions to problems. I will also give student established 
ways to solve problems they encounter when revie

DescriptionTool2

Paired Teaching Exercise wherein students breakdown and seperate the structure of an essay for another group of students.

RationalTool2

Teaching to other students allows active learners to determine the most important aspects of what is being taught and helps them make conclusions about the what they are teaching. This is particurily 
effective in my Dual enrollment classess where high sch

ImproveTool2

In pairing students, I need to pay stricter attention to the individual student's weaknessess and strengths. In doing so, I can better determine which students should be paired with one another.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

DescriptionTool1

While discussing argumentation and the appeals used in argumentative essays, the students participated in a class activity to identify ethical appeals. I drew a T-chart on the board and labeled it with two 
sections: high ethos and low ethos. I asked the s

RationalTool1

Many of the students are visual and active learners and the T-chart served as a graphic organizer. This allowed the students to relate the concept of ethical appeals (ethos) with their own experiences and 
then compare that information with argumentative writing practices.

ImproveTool1

Next time, I will also use this T-chart/graphic organizer to introduce all of the types of appeals because it was highly effective with the ethical appeals. I would also like to follow the activity with a brief 
writing assignment that will contribute to t

DescriptionTool2

I borrowed an idea from another instructor and altered a few elements of it in order to design an activity that appealed to the visual/active learners and the small number of intuitive learners in my 
classes. The students were required to complete a 10 mi

RationalTool2

I chose this writing activity because it provided an opportunity for the intuitive learners to work individually, and it also allowed the visual/active learners to use hands-on experience to learn about using 
proposal arguments in the form of interviews.

ImproveTool2

Next time, I will probably alter the assignment to have the students conduct short presentations in which they explain why they think they are qualified for a specific position and use their proposal 
argument skills in the presentation.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 1020

DescriptionTool1

used videos of stories and plays

RationalTool1

many visual learners

ImproveTool1

I will incorporate more visual elements from the text to engage visual learners

DescriptionTool2

had students work in groups to solve problems such as writing a thesis for a literary analysis and doing an MLA work cited for literary material

RationalTool2

many active learners

ImproveTool2

I will have students do more group work to engage active learners

Thursday, January 07, 2010 Page 8 of 75



Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 1020-H25

DescriptionTool1

The assignment here is to read "The House on Mango Street" by Sandra Cisneros and, in teams, draw pictures of each of the three houses described (the house the narrator used to live in, the narrator's 
current house, and the narrator's dream house). We use

RationalTool1

Active students can draw pictures to remind themselves of details they may have missed in the reading. Sequential learners can focus on small details to build the larger picture, whereas global learners 
can start with the larger picture and add the small details in. Sensory learners can enjoy the pictures created by everyone in the class.

ImproveTool1

It would be wonderful to find a way to scan these into a database that can be shared in future sentions of my Composition II class from year to year through eLearn.

DescriptionTool2

To encourage the understanding of drama, students must write a description of any character from one of the plays we read. The description is physical, and must draw from details given in the play. 
These descriptions are posted in eLearn on discussion boa

RationalTool2

By first asking students to find details about a character, reflective learners are given a chance to ponder how the play is constructed. Intuitive learners enjoy taking small details and finding a way to 
implement them for the audience to see. Active lea

ImproveTool2

Given the time, it would be wonderful for students to ba able to put on a small production of their own.
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Department

Developmental Writing

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

DSPW 0800

DescriptionTool1

I projected several scenes of nature onto the overhead screen, but I had asked half of the students in the class to turn their backs so they couldn't see the images. The other half of the class had to use the 
five senses to describe the scenes to their re

RationalTool1

Because the majority of my students are VISUAL learners, this activity helped the students to "SEE" with both their eyes and their minds. This tool improved the students' abilities in writing with 
descriptive detail.

ImproveTool1

Next time I will provide the students with handouts containing guiding phrases to help them think of the five senses when describing the scenes. For example-- "It smells like________" "It tastes 
like__________"

DescriptionTool2

Pairs of students were told to come up with at least 10 controversial issues that have appeared in the news lately. After coming up with the 10 issues, each pair had to choose one issue on which they 
would argue. The partners had to take an opposing side 

RationalTool2

The majority of my students are ACTIVE learners. My students were having trouble taking a firm position and thoroughly supporting it when writing argument essays. Therefore, we implemented this 
learning/teaching tool to help the students actively involve 

ImproveTool2

Next time I will provide a script to get the students get started in the arguments. My script might begin like this-- "The argument that I am about to present is not necessarily my opinion. I am presenting a 
side to an issue and supporting it with reasona
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Department

Developmental Reading

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

DSPR 0700

DescriptionTool1

The class divided into groups. Each group was to develop study methods they would use for each learning style in vocabulary development. After one class period, one copy was given to me for review. 
Each student in that group had to demonstrate the use of 

RationalTool1

It incorporates group- peer tutoring and group decision making skills. It allows them to share ideas and opens up new ways to learn

ImproveTool1

I will use again. I will limit the number in the group only allowing three students. I will do a second class allowing them to work together for the first unit test.

DescriptionTool2

Each student is required to read a novel from a list of authors I provide. If they are slow readers, they will be allowed to use book of CD or tape. They will do an oral critique and a short written summary 
of main characters, setting, plot and their reco

RationalTool2

It,hopefully, starts the students reading for fun. Secondly, it uses oral, written, and their reading skills. It allows them to start presenting a short report in the presents of others. It covers visual, auditory, 
and kinestic skills. My main goal is get

ImproveTool2

Develop a more detailed guide for the project. Some seem to stray off task even with instructions.
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Department

Developmental Writing

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

DSPW 0800

DescriptionTool1

Both of my writing are required to use the computer program that is associated with our book. They started under my supervision for two class meetings until they understood it. They took the pretest 
and followed the individual set of lessons where they ne

RationalTool1

Allows students to use tech. tools. They are working on individual skills. They can work at their on pace as long as it is completed by the last class.

ImproveTool1

I like the computer programs. I just do not like this particular program or book as well as Fall 2008

DescriptionTool2

I divided the class into groups of 3-4. They were given a topic and specific instruction on how to write a paper as a group. Each person was to have a copy of all writing. They were to write out brain 
storming, possible outline, a rough draft, a corrected

RationalTool2

This used group work. This was the first assignment, and it helped give the weaker students help and confidence when writing their own papers later. It was visual, auditory and kinestic skills. It help build 
confidence.

ImproveTool2

None
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Department

Philosophy

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

2400

DescriptionTool1

I conducted a "jigsaw" activity with one of the class articles: "How to Make Terrorists Talk." Students were divided into different groups, and each group was assigned a different section of the reading to 
review and present. Then the groups were divided 

RationalTool1

Most of the students in this section are active learners. Putting them in groups like this is something I rarely do, and it encourages each student to read the material carefully.

ImproveTool1

I think this activity was very effective. Students understood the material and were involved in class discussion.

DescriptionTool2

I gave a pop quiz on the "gun control" reading. Before we took the quiz, I allowed them to skim the reading for review.

RationalTool2

Although only a few students in this section are global learners, I rarely include global learning activities. A pop-quiz like this helps students to focus on the bigger picture.

ImproveTool2

I felt that this activity was effective, and I think it contributed to a greater class involvement that day.
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Department

Humanities

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

DSPW 0800

DescriptionTool1

I provided the students with notes and examples for each chapter and essay assignment.

RationalTool1

Some students focus on comprehension of the material during class and fail to take proper notes of the important information. I believe the students benefitted from having prepared notes as a study 
guide. This class, for most of the students, is an introduction to essay writing. I found that it helped them tremendously to see examples of the different types of essays that were assigned. I used these 
examples to point out the differences between the assignments and also to demonstrate the proper structure of a good essay.

ImproveTool1

I would like to incorporate group activities. I think that pairing stronger students with weaker students in certain class projects could encourage a type of â€œmentoringâ€• situation that would be 
beneficial to the ones who are struggling.

DescriptionTool2

I used Illustrations and â€œacting outâ€• techniques for certain grammar lessons. I was able to take some concepts and translate them by drawing pictures or physically going through the motions to 
demonstrate.

RationalTool2

Some of the students have a hard time grasping the rules of grammar when they are just verbally explained. I found that most everyone in the class could understand the difficult rules if they were 
explained in more visual ways.

ImproveTool2

I would like to incorporate visual games to make learning these grammar rules a little more fun and engaging for the students.
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Department

Developmental Writing

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

80626

DescriptionTool1

Cooperative Learning Groups - The students work on assignments and projects in groups with mult-level students incorporated into one group. They are all assigned equal part that are responcible for, so 
responcibility is distributed evenly.

RationalTool1

The students work on assignments and projects in evenly (various learning levels) distributed groups. This assists higher level students, because one tends to learn more by teaching. This method helps 
lower level students, because instruction is being reinforeced by thier peers. responcibility is evenly distributed, so that everyone has accountability.

ImproveTool1

Next time, I will choose the groups.

DescriptionTool2

Dramatic Instruction - The students worked in groups to act out the various writing assignments they would be responcible for writing, such as argumentative, cause-effect, etc.

RationalTool2

Some of my students are visual learners, so they learn better by seeing examples. Other students are auditory learners, and they learn better by hearing instruction. The use of drama reinforces both 
learning styles.

ImproveTool2

I will choose grouping.
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Department

Developmental Writing

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

80608

DescriptionTool1

Cooperative Learning Groups - The students work on assignments and projects in groups with mult-level students incorporated into one group. They are all assigned equal part that are responcible for, so 
responcibility is distributed evenly.

RationalTool1

There are students on various levels in this class, so grouping them to work together strengthens the learning on all levels. The higher level students learn more by instructing, and the lower level students 
learn better having a peer to reinforce what is taught in class.

ImproveTool1

I will assign groups more evenly, instead of allowing them to choose.

DescriptionTool2

Dramatic Instruction - In groups, students acted out the various types of themes they were to write in class: Cause-Effect, Argumentative, etc.

RationalTool2

This reinforces both audio and visual learning styles. Some of my students learn better through hearing material, but others learn better by seeing it in an example.

ImproveTool2

I will assign groups more evenly, instead of allowing them to choose.
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Department

Music

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

MUS 1030

DescriptionTool1

I used several powerpoint presentations including graphs and pictures along with youtube videos and sound clips in addition to presenting the material in lecture format.

RationalTool1

Many of my students turned out to be visual learners who are aided by looking at information as opposed to only hearing it.

ImproveTool1

There are many more resources I can go to in addition to youtube such as itunes podcasts and itunes university which have better visual aids than simply relying on powerpoint.

DescriptionTool2

Towards the end of each unit of material, I planned a review activity that placed the responsibility of reviewing chapters on the students. I divided the class into groups and had each group take a portion 
of the material and design a review session for o

RationalTool2

This was a "hands-on" activity that engaged each student in responsibility and contribution to the desired outcome of reviewing material for an exam.

ImproveTool2

I will find a way to help the students zero in on the most important facts to know to avoid having them review material with their classmates that was not relevant.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010-H21

DescriptionTool1

Students choose a current article from a local newspaper and write a letter to the editor, keeping in mind the audiences of both the newspaper editor and the community members (some of whom they 
know and some they do not.) Once the letter is finished, the

RationalTool1

This activity gives active learners something to write about that they can actually see within the community. Because they are choosing from a local paper and they can select whichever story they would 
like, they often have a vested interest or know someone involved in the story. Reflective learners can also benefit because they can see the greater impact of themselves on the community as well as the 
impact the community has on them.

ImproveTool1

Finding a way for students to include pictures, whether from the paper or ones they take themselves, would help visual and active learners become even more engaged in this activity.

DescriptionTool2

After writing the letter to the editor, students must turn the topic into an argumentative paper. The article may only be a support piece for a greater topic, or it may be the focus of the entire paper.

RationalTool2

This activity is great for reflective learners because they can evaluate their original reactions to the article in the newspaper as a citizen of the community and see how their own ideas have changed the 
more they have thought about the topic. Global lea

ImproveTool2

It would be useful to have students interview someone local for their assignment, giving them another active role and putting a face to names mentioned and topics discussed.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

Comp I

DescriptionTool1

Works Cited Hoe Down

RationalTool1

Attempting to get students to crack the spine of the Little, Brown Handbook to look up Works Cited models.

ImproveTool1

I will add more MLA citation assignments throughout the semester.

DescriptionTool2

"That Is So Wrong" assignments on Fridays. Erroneous (mostly humorous) sentences with basic grammar/mechanical/citation errors.

RationalTool2

To provide a review for basic English rules by having students correct erroneous sentences.

ImproveTool2

I am doing the same thing--students are more likely to see an error when it seems like someone else's.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

2410

DescriptionTool1

PowerPoint with visual components

RationalTool1

78% of my students are visual learners. Our literature classes are text-based, but employing visuals into my PowerPoints has enhanced the learning environment for my visual learners. Among other visual 
components, I used a large, colored map of the Mediterranean basin to illustrate the locale of some of our literary texts.

ImproveTool1

I will continue to employ as many visual components as I can in this class in an effort to reach the visual learners. I have received positive feedback so far.

DescriptionTool2

I used a film clip of Benjamin Bagby performing Beowulf.

RationalTool2

This use of a film clip addresses the visual learning style (78% of my students), and hearing and seeing the Anglo-Saxon re-enactment reinforces the text.

ImproveTool2

Students enjoyed this so much that I might consider showing a longer clip next time and looking for similar visual components to enhance other literary texts.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

1020

DescriptionTool1

I had a student volunteer to create impromptu blackboard artistry to illustrate a poem.

RationalTool1

76% of my students are visual learners. They struggle to understand poetry, so this gave them a "fun" way to "see" what is going on in the poem.

ImproveTool1

They had a great time with this. I will look for more poems that can be illustrated in this way. This led into a more in-depth, abstract discussion of the poem's meaning.

DescriptionTool2

Film clip of short story.

RationalTool2

76% of my students are visual learners. A film helps them to "see" the story.

ImproveTool2

Seek better, more updated film versions for more of our short stories.
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Department

Speech Communication

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

SPCH 2010

DescriptionTool1

Students will create collages representing self concept. Basically the project is a visual representation of who they believe themselves to be. Students bring the creations to class and present an 
introductory speech to a small group of students using the

RationalTool1

Based upon results of learning styles inventory, 52% of my speech students are active, sensing, visual, sequential learners. The remaining portion are active, intuitive, visual, sequential learners. This 
activity provides visual hands-on opportunity for students to learn more about who they are and how self concept and intrapersonal communication influences the communication process. The activity 
also helps the sequential learners progressively build and develop the skills and confidence needed to do a formal public speaking presentation with visual aides.

ImproveTool1

TBA

DescriptionTool2

I call this activity the "Attention Getting Slam Down." Basically students learn the basic attention getting devices that are appropriate to public speaking situations. The next day, students individually 
present "Attention Getters" in front of the class.

RationalTool2

Again, based on results of learning styles inventory which revealed that most of my students are active, visual, sensing, sequential learners, this activity gets the students up and involved in speech 
preparation. The "building" aspect of this activity is

ImproveTool2

TBA
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Department

Developmental Reading

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

DSPR 0700-0800

DescriptionTool1

When teaching challenging reading concepts such as methods of paragraph development, group activities and study works amazingly well. This involves pairing students to work together on assigned 
chapters in the Ten Steps text.

RationalTool1

This tool serves two purposes: effective ice breaking among students who do not know each other and peer tutoring.

ImproveTool1

I would begin this earlier in the semester instead of later.

DescriptionTool2

Using summarization and outlining to enforce knowledge of reading concepts. Students are asked to write summaries or outline sections of the text.

RationalTool2

This is a great study skills activity; many of my developmental students simply do not know how to study effectively.

ImproveTool2

I would use this tool more often than I have in the past.
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Department

Developmental Reading

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

DSPR 0800

DescriptionTool1

Thinking Maps

RationalTool1

To better explain cause and effect relationships (multiflow), Main ideas (Tree), and meanings of words in context (circle).

ImproveTool1

The circles work well on the smart boards when I use different colors to highlight important aspects of what I'm teaching. Next time, I will give the students these map outines at the first of the semester 
so that they will constantly be required to use t

DescriptionTool2

YouTube for comentary on the selections we read such as the Bystander Effect. Youtube has many news and documentary sources that are very useful.

RationalTool2

These short videos grab the student's attention before we read from our book and helps them to be more active in learning.

ImproveTool2

Next time, I will extend this attention grabbing technique to other things that work such as pictures and music.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

1020

DescriptionTool1

CD: William Faulkner's Nobel prize acceptance speech.

RationalTool1

Before teaching Faulkner's short story, a CD was played and a copy of the speech was also presented to appeal both to aural and to visual learners so that they could learn Faulkner's views on what makes 
writings worthwhile to a society.

ImproveTool1

I will have students highlight the significant parts of Faulkner's speech so that they can more readily compare what he says with what he writes in "A Rose for Emily."

DescriptionTool2

Highlighting: Yellow highlighting is used to accent the opinions in a rough draft so as to separate them from the retelling of a story.

RationalTool2

Students can visualize how much of their writings are their own opinions versus how much are paraphrasing. Hopefully, more opinions will be written.

ImproveTool2

I will begin highlighting rough drafts for the first essay instead of waiting until the second one is written. This method seems to be working for visual learners.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

1020

DescriptionTool1

Students were asked to write a skit for a popular talk show based on the literary criticisms used in class.

RationalTool1

My students are active learners - this made them actively apply knowledge

ImproveTool1

none needed.

DescriptionTool2

We watched many youtube.com videos.

RationalTool2

My students are visual learners.

ImproveTool2

Worked very well.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 1020-H21

DescriptionTool1

Students answer a discussion board in eLearn that asks them to identify their favorite word, define it, and explain why it is their favorite. Then they must either create a short poem with it or find some 
rhyming words. Next they put the lyrics of a favor

RationalTool1

By relating the sounds and feel of words to what the students enjoy, sensory learners, verbal learners, and active learners have the opportunity to practice rhyming and to also identify rhyme, tone, and 
sound of words in the real world in places that they enjoy the most (i.e. music).

ImproveTool1

This activity is very well liked by the students. We often find time to discuss their favorite songs and words in class, which is a wonderful way to make poetry enjoyable. I will certainly keep this activity.

DescriptionTool2

At the same time that students are writing a paper that focuses on tone, setting, and imagery of assigned poems, I post a link in eLearn to an Internet site that has audio files of poems by Emily Dickinson 
read aloud. I also post pictures of ball turrets 

RationalTool2

While I always read the poetry aloud in class, sensory learning get such a better experience of Dickinson's poetry when they hear it from another source. As for visual and reflective learners, actually 
seeing the tiny clear compartment that ball turret gu

ImproveTool2

Students love to hear the poetry from different sources and to see pictures. It is easy to add to all of the poems assigned and to bring in additional ones for even more exposure.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 2110

DescriptionTool1

Presentation of three Youtube videos at opening of class in which Jonathan Edwards' "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" would be discussed. Video 1 was a montage of unrehearsed and accidental 
"falls" captured on camera. Video 2 consisted of rats runnin

RationalTool1

My learning styles sheet showed that this American Lit class is heavily filled with visual learners. Unfortunately, historians had no movie or video cameras recording Puritan sermons, and so I used the 
visuals on Youtube to illustrate some of Edwards' clearest points--that human beings will "fall" in due time no matter how they think it is impossible, and that the sensations they felt upon seeing close-
ups of vermin are those that Edwards tries to re-create verbally as he uses imagery of vermin in the language text.

ImproveTool1

I will use the lesson opener again, but I'll try to refrain from calling the cockroach video a "roach clip" because that seemed to distract a few students. Also, I've been searching for some clearer clips--
Youtube being notorious for its "grainy" videos, 

DescriptionTool2

I found hotographs of architecture and art produced in the Neoclassical period contrasted with those produced in the Romantic period. Downloaded to computer and made part of a PowerPoint 
presentation

RationalTool2

Students in American Lit were identified as being visual learner heavy. It is literally difficult to "see" the different worldviews shown by the Neoclassical and Romantic periods in the literature itself, but in 
the art and architecture produced during ea

ImproveTool2

I used just my own verbal narration; I probably will add some music from the periods to add another illustrative dimension to the presentation. If possible, some of my own photographs of local or 
regional architecture could be added or become the focal co
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Department

Humanities

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

2110-H21

DescriptionTool1

I used Powerpoint slides during each class period to supplement the art and history that students read in their texts.

RationalTool1

This was intended to help the numerous visual learners in this class.

ImproveTool1

I will definitely continue using the supplemental slides in class because they allowed me to show additional art, present music of the time period, and give a historical time line. I also posted these in 
elearn so student could review them for exams.

DescriptionTool2

One assignment asked student to follow links to Youtube to listen to early 20th century music. They were asked to follow up by posting there impressions to what they had heard.

RationalTool2

This is intended for the verbal learner and global learner.

ImproveTool2

I will continue this exercise. The student really enjoyed the activity and commented that they had actually heard much of this music on commercials and in movies.
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Department

Developmental Reading

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

DSPR 0800

DescriptionTool1

Use of Power Point to Summarize Chapters on reading skills.

RationalTool1

Visual learners benefit from this approach.

ImproveTool1

I plan to use this tool next semester because students like it, and it generates class involvement.

DescriptionTool2

I use a woven brown and black belt to illustrate the concept of fact and opinion, black illustrating fact and brown illustrating opinion. I point out that that that together they comprise a view of reality. In 
fact, as in the function of the belt, both ar

RationalTool2

Using the woven belt appeals to tactile learners, who will appreciate the texture of the belt, and therefore the textured nature and often subtle differences between fact and opinion.

ImproveTool2

I plan to use the belt illustration in the furure, because it is an attention getter and an effective metaphor.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

English 1010

DescriptionTool1

Students received teacher-evaluated rough drafts not only with Handbook-coded numbers affixed, but also with the most potentially damaging errors overwritten (colored) by a highlighter marker.

RationalTool1

Visually oriented students receive visible clues regarding the locations of writing errors which, if not revised, will most damage their essays. Marking the errors in such a way serves as a visual clue 
regarding where revision is most necessary and most helpful.

ImproveTool1

The essay's most egregious errors will be marked in a "hot' color; less significant errors will be marked in a "cool" color while the least significant errors will remain marked with editing numbers but not 
highlighted. This expands the "triage" concept a

DescriptionTool2

In keeping with the draft marking system, students receive teacher-evaluated (and graded) final drafts marked not only by Handbook-coded numbers, but also with the most damaging errors overwritten 
(colored) by a highlighter (marker).

RationalTool2

This system, assists visually oriented learners in receiving visible reinforcing clues regarding the locations of the writing errors which have most greatly hindered communication. Marking the errors in such 
a way serves as a visual clue regarding where r

ImproveTool2

The essay's most egregious errors will be marked in a "hot' color; less significant errors will be marked in a "cool" color while the least significant errors will remain marked with editing numbers but not 
highlighted. This expands the "triage" concept a
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL1010

DescriptionTool1

I brought in a variety of print source material for students to use to compile a practice works cited page in class using their Little Brown Handbooks. I put them in groups of three and offered extra credit 
points for the group that cited the most sources

RationalTool1

Some students learn best by doing and by using a hands-on approach to material. By actually going through the steps of using the handbook, they are able to familiarize themselves with the process 
involved in documenting sources, which vastly improves their understanding of the process when they need to do it for their papers.

ImproveTool1

The next time I do this, I will incorporate a variety of electronic sources as well, as they are the most commonly used sources and often the most difficult to cite.

DescriptionTool2

While my students were working on definition arguments, I brought in a five minute video clip from a Bill Cosby stand-up comedy routine and had the students take notes over the claim he made and the 
points he brought in as support. Then, after the clip, w

RationalTool2

The textbook and readings don't always serve as the best learning tools for students. Bringing in a humorous video clip that exemplifies the ideas presented in the textbook helps to reach a wider group of 
students. Also, it improves the atmosphere of the 

ImproveTool2

I will have the students turn in their notes for a grade to make sure that they all participate in the process.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

English1020

DescriptionTool1

Students received teacher-evaluated rough drafts not only with Handbook-coded numbers affixed, but also with the most potentially damaging errors overwritten (colored) by a highlighter marker.

RationalTool1

Visually oriented students receive visible clues regarding the locations of writing errors which, if not revised, will most damage their essays. Marking the errors in such a way serves as a visual clue 
regarding where revision is most necessary and most helpful.

ImproveTool1

The essay's most egregious errors will be marked in a "hot' color; less significant errors will be marked in a "cool" color, while the least significant errors will remain marked with editing numbers but not 
highlighted. This expands the "triage" concept 

DescriptionTool2

In keeping with the draft marking system, students received teacher-evaluated (and graded) final drafts marked not only by Handbook-coded numbers, but also with the most damaging errors 
overwritten (colored) by a highlighter (marker).

RationalTool2

This system assists visually oriented learners in receiving visible reinforcing clues regarding the locations of the writing errors which have most greatly hindered communication. Marking the errors in such 
a way serves as a visual clue regarding where re

ImproveTool2

The essay's most egregious errors will be marked in a "hot' color; less significant errors will be marked in a "cool" color while the least significant errors will remain marked with editing numbers but not 
highlighted. This expands the "triage" concept a
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

1020-H22

DescriptionTool1

Placed students in groups to read assigned poetry aloud. After I read sample poems and explained the elements of the poem to the group, I gave time for each student to do the same within the individual 
groups.

RationalTool1

This activity was used to target the sensory learner of which I had several in class.

ImproveTool1

I will probably do about the same assignment next time. It seemed to work very well and engaged all of the students.

DescriptionTool2

The students watched a video of one of our assigned stories, and then there was a discussion of the element of setting. I then asked students to get into groups to discuss the setting of several other 
stories. They were asked to write down specific things

RationalTool2

This activity allowed the visual learner to share his or her ideas. It also allowed the visual learner to have an active part in the group discussion by presenting their drawings.

ImproveTool2

The student really liked this activity. I will probably try this again next semester because all of the student actively took part.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

1020-H24

DescriptionTool1

Students were asked to post in an elearn discussion their reaction to the characters, setting, and tone of an assigned short story. The next assignment asked the students to post a response to at least one 
other student in class in response to his or her 

RationalTool1

This activity was intended to engage the active learner by allowing engagement in a medium the student is quite familiar with.

ImproveTool1

This activity was well received by the class. Some students chose to respond to several other student postings. It created a familiar environment for the student who is familiar with emailing friends. It 
opened quite a bit of good discussion. I will defin

DescriptionTool2

The students were asked to read a poem and list all of the elements the poet employs to construct that poem: tone, setting, the speaker, word choice, etc.

RationalTool2

This activity was intended to engage the global learner. It was intended for the global learner to see that the poem is a composite of numerous elements that when placed together forms the whole.

ImproveTool2

I will probably use this as an activity in elearn discussion the next so all the students can read each others thoughts and observations. I will use this activity again.
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Department

Philosophy

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

2210

DescriptionTool1

At the end of the first lecture on Joseph Campbell's philosophy, I asked students to summarize the lecture in a concise paragraph.

RationalTool1

Although only a minority of students were reflective learners, I do not usually include many reflective activities in class. So, I decided to focus on these learners for once.

ImproveTool1

I felt the activity was effective, getting them to review and think about the material, but students would probably benefit from more detailed feedback on their summaries.

DescriptionTool2

I asked students to bring questions about the readings to class. I offered extra credit for bringing a couple of questions and asking them at the beginning of the class session.

RationalTool2

This activity forced them to preview the material and think about it before hearing it in lecture form. I have not included many reflective activities like this in the past.

ImproveTool2

I would offer more extra credit next time around. Only a couple of students actually completed this assignment.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

1010

DescriptionTool1

We played a game called "mystery box" where students were given a closed box full of objects and asked, as a team, to describe the objects in the box. Other teams were then asked to guess what was in 
the box based on the descriptions.

RationalTool1

Most of my students are "active" and "visual" learners, so this tool taught them the power of descriptive language in a way that was hands on and visual.

ImproveTool1

The game worked perfectly; no improvements are needed.

DescriptionTool2

Students were first asked to draw a picture. Then they were asked to write directions for how to draw the picture. The directions were given to another student who was asked to draw the picture from 
the directions. The pictures were then compared.

RationalTool2

Most of my students are "active" and "visual" learners, so this tool taught them the power of clear communication in a hands on, visual way.

ImproveTool2

none needed.
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Department

Music

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

HUM 2110

DescriptionTool1

Addition of group project to this class

RationalTool1

This class was a hybrid class which met only a few times a semester. As such, these students had little opportunity for interaction with each other and with the Professor. In addition, it has become more 
and more apparent to me that students have trouble working within a group. I have come to believe that this is an important component of what we need to be teaching.

ImproveTool1

Next time I will discuss with the students more indepth how to complete a group project. I will go over procedures of research, using power point and other learning tools. I will also set some "check in" 
dates to keep track of the progress of each group.

DescriptionTool2

Attendance at cultural events - narrowing selections

RationalTool2

When given the assignment, attend a cultural event without any set guidance, students will attend events they are already familiar with, such as a rock concert. In Human Adventure, one of our goals is to 
help give students the opportunity to experience di

ImproveTool2

I will provide a better list of approved cultural events with the understanding that ANY event outside those listed will not be accepted unless pre-approved.
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Department

Philosophy

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

2400

DescriptionTool1

Watched film Hotel Rwanda and discussed the reasons presented for military intervention.

RationalTool1

Class was full of visual learners, and most of the classroom activities have been verbal.

ImproveTool1

It is difficult to watch a whole film and discuss it because of time constraints. In the future, I would stop the film from time to time to discuss.

DescriptionTool2

Class read an article on abortion from the textbook and wrote an in-class summary.

RationalTool2

The class was split between active and reflective learners. Since I have many active activities, I decided to include a reflective one during class time.

ImproveTool2

A reflective summary is an effective learning tool, but I think reflection should be paired with discussion. I didn't have enough time to devote to discussion immediately following the summary. So, less 
time on summary, more time for discussion next time.
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Department

Speech Communication

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

SPCH 2010

DescriptionTool1

Visual Learning--use of role-playing in class to demonstrate concepts of communication.

RationalTool1

Students surveys indicate visual learning styles.

ImproveTool1

Another in class communication exercise.

DescriptionTool2

Increased use of supplemental note handouts.

RationalTool2

Students indicate need for sequential learning.

ImproveTool2

Will post more class notes on eLearn page.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

1020

DescriptionTool1

Comicbook Scenes: This assignment required students to work in a group to identify a number of important scenes in a short story and create a visual representation of these scenes in comicbook form.

RationalTool1

I was attempting to address both visual and sequential learners with this exercise. By selecting important scenes and identifying their role in the plot, students were able to recognize the steps a writer 
takes to build a plot. By visually representing these scenes, students were able to identify specific descriptions and images that writers used.

ImproveTool1

This assignmen was very effective, and the students enjoyed it. Next time I will limit the scenes to four instead of six because of time restraints. I will also leave more time for analyzing the pictures that 
each group created because it brought out very

DescriptionTool2

Character Analysis: For this assignment, students worked in groups to define and examine the personality traits in particular short stories. Ultimately, the groups presented their findings to the class.

RationalTool2

I was attempting to address both active and reflective learners with this activity. Students were assigned particular questions to answer individually. Then, they came to together as a group to discuss their 
findings. Then, they presented an overview of t

ImproveTool2

This is a strategy that I often use in various forms. An improvement on this strategy would be to have students complete the individual portion of the exercise before class. This would give the reflective 
learners more time to process information.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

English 1010

DescriptionTool1

I called it "The Body Metaphor: A Workshopping Exercise." The tool began early--week two, day 4 in MWF classes. I drew a chart on the board that compares different parts of the writing process and the 
final writing product to different body parts. The ske

RationalTool1

The writing process is a big, fuzzy mess. Different steps of the process often overlap with creative bursts happening in the middle of revision, with corrections beginning as early as draft one, with the 
bones being re-arranged even after the facial. This big fuzziness is most difficult for sequential learners, my second largest group in Comp 1. Although there is a visual component to the charting that 
happens on day 4, this exercise is really about helping sequential learners impose a step-by-step order to the messy revision and workshopping processes. This exercise was aimed mainly at improving 

ImproveTool1

The tool worked--especially with the proposal paper. I will do it again, but next time I will make sure that I get to the workshop handout based on the body metaphor with the first two papers. I will use 
this strategy with more papers because students wer

DescriptionTool2

I call this the "Own Your Paragraphs Highlighting Trick." On late drafts, I asked students to highlight all of their quotes, paraphrases, and summaries with a bright color. Any paragraph that had more bright 
color than black and white required revision. S

RationalTool2

Visual learners are the most common group in Comp 1; this is a visual exercise aimed at showing students how much or how little they are actually saying. A big problem with Comp 1 research papers 
occurs when students rely more on their sources than on the

ImproveTool2

This simple exercise worked extremely well. I will use it again, probably without changes. (I might try doing quotes with one color, paraphrases with another, and summaries with yet another, but 
currently I'm not sure that the value of multicolor highligh
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 2410

DescriptionTool1

used videos for background information and plays

RationalTool1

many visual learners

ImproveTool1

I will incorporate more visual elements from outside sources to engage visual learners

DescriptionTool2

included discussion of how ancient, medieval, and renaissance works relate to modern literature, film, and television

RationalTool2

many global learners

ImproveTool2

I will incorporate more discussion of how literature of the past relates to today's literature and multimedia
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 2410

DescriptionTool1

used videos for background information and plays

RationalTool1

many visual learners

ImproveTool1

I will incorporate more visual elements from outside sources to engage visual learners

DescriptionTool2

included discussion of how ancient, medieval, and renaissance works relate to modern literature, film, and television

RationalTool2

many global learners

ImproveTool2

I will incorporate more discussion of how literature of the past relates to today's literature and multimedia
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Department

Developmental Reading

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

DSPR0800

DescriptionTool1

I handed out twenty words from the vocabulary textbook to each student. The students spent about ten minutes looking up the words and making notes. Then the students took turns acting out or 
drawing a word while the rest of the class guessed the meaning.

RationalTool1

Several students had difficulty with vocabulary this semester. Because almost all of the students are visual learners, this activity helped them to connect the meaning with the written word.

ImproveTool1

The students enjoyed this activity very much and quickly guessed the meanings. Several words were acted out in a very memorable way! I will incorporate this activity several times throughout the 
semester the next time I teach vocabulary. I believe this ac

DescriptionTool2

I chose several advertisements from two different magazines -- one from 2009 and one from 1977. I held up the advertisement and had the students determine the advertiser's argument or persuasive 
technique used to sell the product. They based their interpr

RationalTool2

Because the students are visual learners, this activity helped them to discover the main point through a visual aid rather than entirely from the written word. We discussed several topics from their 
reading textbook through this activity including main id

ImproveTool2

It was a little difficult finding advertisements that I felt lent themselves well to this activity. The next time I do this, I will search a wider variety of magazines or newspapers. I may also use cartoons that 
may be appropriate for teaching this skill.
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Department

Humanities

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

800

DescriptionTool1

Projected exercises onto screen from Little, Brown Handbook website.

RationalTool1

Students were able to work on the exercises as a class. We could discuss the specific issues as a class.

ImproveTool1

Have students do at least some of the exercise themselves before we go over it as a class. Some students are hands-on and will need to attempt the exercise before we discuss it as a class in order to 
better internalize.

DescriptionTool2

Used PowerPoint to illustrate steps in writing an essay.

RationalTool2

Sequential learners could see the individual steps and feel less overhwelmed about creating an entire essay. Visual learners appreciate the opportunity to have lectures presented visually.

ImproveTool2

Will have students immediately practice by writing some part of the essay. This immediate writing will help them internalized what we have just demonstrated with the PowerPoint presentation.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 1020

DescriptionTool1

At the beginning of class, an interesting piece of published writing will be shared with the group; this sharing usually takes a minute or less. The reading can come from a range of genres, from short 
stories to songs. The selections may be taken from new

RationalTool1

Since 90% of my students in ENGL 1020 this semester are Active Learners, I decided to include what I call a Reading Minute periodically throughout the course. This exercise improves retention of material 
and allows students to explain it to others.

ImproveTool1

I will have students approve the readings with me in advance. Sometimes they were longer pieces that took more than the alloted time.

DescriptionTool2

Students must write critically about literature in this course, and the words they read can often come alive more readily when they are studied in relationship to real events and real people. In one activity 
this semester, I connected the assigned stories

RationalTool2

A major portion of my students this semester are Sensing Learners, I designed more lessons that allow students to connect information effectively to the real world

ImproveTool2

I will have students conduct research on the soldiers in Aghanistan before reading and before writing questions to the "soldier." They will, thus, have further immediate real-world knowledge, enhancing 
their connection both to the stories.
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Department

Humanities

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

1010

DescriptionTool1

Met with each student for one-on-one sessions.

RationalTool1

One-on-one sessions allow students to receive individual attention from the instructor. Instructor can help student apply what we are learning about writing to his or her specfic essay.

ImproveTool1

Give students an immediate writing assignment to work on, based upon some issue in the student's essay. The immediate writing will help solidify in the student's mind what we just discussed.

DescriptionTool2

Used PowerPoint presentations to present steps in the Toulmin method of argument.

RationalTool2

Many of the students are not excellent readers and were overwhelmed by the densely packed textbook material regarding argument.

ImproveTool2

Will have students practice writing some facet of the Toulmin argument immediately after the PowerPoint presentation. Doing so will help students practice and internalize what they have just viewed on 
the PowerPoint.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 2210

DescriptionTool1

Design a Dinner Party: Choose five writers we've studied this semester and create a dinner party for them. Defend whom you have chosen, which writers should and should not sit beside one another, 
and questions that you, as the host/hostess, would like to 

RationalTool1

This activity appealed to several preferred learning styles in my classroom, including global learners (relating to the bigger picture), reflective learners (summarizing), intuitive learners (relationships 
between factors), visual learners (pictures, photographs), and sensing learners (real-world applications)

ImproveTool1

Now that I have tried this once, I will be able to show my next class models of former students' projects so that they will have a better idea of what to do. They really enjoyed creating and presenting 
these projects, and I found very interesting the conn

DescriptionTool2

Television Interview: Students were divided into groups and given three writers from recent reading assignments. These students were given a set of questions (What does it mean to be an American? 
How is the word "equality" applicable to the environment yo

RationalTool2

This activity especially suited my active, visual, and verbal learners. They engaged with the writers in ways that they perhaps hadn't before.

ImproveTool2

I would allow them more time to work in groups and make the assignment a bit more rigorous (discipline + fun :-))
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

DescriptionTool1

The class walked out of the classroom with me and observed road signs and historical markers. This activity embraced active, visual and reflective learning. The students considered the various texts 
represented by these objects.

RationalTool1

I wanted to demonstrate for the students that texts are not confined to the course syllabus, that they are all around us, that we, as individuals, are texts as well. The students considered the intent of the 
objects, who paid for them, and how different observers would interpret the texts in different ways, depending on what they brought to the viewing. At the next meeting, the students brought in 
reflections about the activity, sharing them with the large group.

ImproveTool1

I would not prejudice their observations and interpretations of the texts with my commentary until after they had generated their reflections.

DescriptionTool2

This prewriting activity embraced active and reflective learning. After receiving a writing prompt, pairs of students were instructed to develop a dialogue of questions. This heuristic exercise began with 
journaling (reflection), one face to face meeting,

RationalTool2

I wanted to develop a community in the classroom, and I wanted the students to use other forms of communication, other than the standard English required in the classroom.

ImproveTool2

This class appeared to become more engaged than other groups I have taught in the past. They found writing topics rather than my arbitary choices of topics. I would use this activity for Essay 1 instead of 
waiting of midterm. I believe that the students w

Thursday, January 07, 2010 Page 50 of 75



Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

DescriptionTool1

In order to cover sentimental appeals as an argument strategy, I first covered typical samples, which often featured moving photographs of endangered animals. My students quickly comprehended how 
individuals become emotionally drawn to such beautiful, hea

RationalTool1

According to the Learning Styles Inventory results, nearly all students in this dual-enrollment class were visual and active learners. This assignment greatly encouraged active participation, as pupils 
created their own specific arguments. The task was also very visually oriented, as students had to connect their arguments directly to the photos presented to them.

ImproveTool1

Students seemed to enjoy this project, and they did a good job with their presentations. One group even incorporated moving music lyrics into their "commercial." In the future, however, I would 
dedicate two class periods to this assignment instead of only

DescriptionTool2

For my second QEP project, I created a new assignment to emphasize correct MLA works cited format. In past semesters, I covered examples in our textbook (and gave students a few practice exercises I 
created). However, for this assignment, I placed student

RationalTool2

This was a project geared particularly toward the active learners in class. Instead of presenting material to students directly, with this assignment they had an opportunity actually to create the (inventive) 
examples themselves. Everyone seemed to enjoy 

ImproveTool2

The assignment went pretty well during class. However, next time I will try to incorporate a better variety of works cited examples (instead of the standard book and journal article formats).
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

DescriptionTool1

Because students had to write an advertisement analysis for class, I decided to create a project that would help them understand why certain commercials feature particular colors. Thus, I located several 
pictures online, choosing photos that featured cert

RationalTool1

According to their Learning Style Inventory results, the majority of students in both Comp. 1 classes were highly active and visual learners. Instead of merely reading about different types of visual 
arguments, with this assignment students could actually view examples and actively analyze the subtle arguments communicated by certain color usage.

ImproveTool1

I chose this assignment to help prepare students for their upcoming advertisement analysis. Students did a good job with their interpretations of the pictures; however, at the end of the class session I 
should have shown students actual advertisements fea

DescriptionTool2

I chose a second activity to help students prepare for their upcoming advertisement analysis. Because students had to note two argument fallacies in their chosen printed ad (from a magazine), I picked 
several commercials (which I found online) that contai

RationalTool2

This assignment was also geared toward the visual learners in class. Seeing the various components of the commercialsâ€”such as moving graphics, animation, people, etc.â€”effectively captured 
studentsâ€™ attention and helped pupils process the fallacies d

ImproveTool2

Following my colleague's example, I chose commercials featured during the Super Bowl for this assignment. The often humorous promotions definitely held studentsâ€™ attention, and pupils did a good 
job of picking out the fallacies in the ads. However, the 
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 2410

DescriptionTool1

For this Western World Literature 1 class, I wanted to create an assignment that would connect our aged class readings to contemporary society. I hoped that students would see how the themes 
exhibited in older texts were both universal and timeless. Conse

RationalTool1

According to their Learning Style Inventory results, the active and reflective learners were pretty evenly divided in this class (which differed from my other, heavily â€œactiveâ€• class groups). Thus, I 
hoped this assignment would accommodate both learning styles successfully. The active learners would benefit from actively linking class information to modern movies, books, and music; the reflective 
learners would profit from pondering which textual themes/components were present in the modern works and how these elements were expressed.

ImproveTool1

I allowed two students to address the same text during this presentation (i.e., two pupils explored Hamlet, two investigated Gilgamesh, and so forth). I thought this would reduce the likelihood of 
repetition in the presentations, and it didâ€”to a degree.

DescriptionTool2

I used another recurring teaching strategy in this class. Whenever we read most texts, especially the more challenging works, I tried to provide some visual aid to enhance comprehension. For example, 
with Danteâ€™s Inferno, I provided links in eLearn to s

RationalTool2

I chose this activity because several students in class were visual learners. Seeing the elaborate descriptions of the Inferno come to life on their computer screens helped students comprehend Danteâ€™s 
(often complex) work. Actually watching characters f

ImproveTool2

This activity worked quite well. As a matter of fact, students seemed a bit disappointed when there was no visual aid for some texts. Next time, however, I hope to locate more interactive web-based 
materials to post in eLearn, as students would have more 
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 1020

DescriptionTool1

For this dual-enrollment Composition 2 class, I wanted to create an assignment that encouraged students to be more involved with class readings. Therefore, instead of making a reading list featuring all 
of my own selections, I allowed students to pick som

RationalTool1

According to their Learning Styles Inventory results, nearly all of the students in this dual-enrollment class were very active learners. This assignment greatly encouraged active participation, as pupils 
created (to a degree) their own reading list. Active learning also occurred because students had to debate/discuss why one story was better than other texts.

ImproveTool1

Students enjoyed contributing to their reading list. In fact, I repeated the process when we began to cover poetry. However, next time I will tell students about this activity a day in advance. This would 
allow them time to skim the actual stories instead

DescriptionTool2

For my second QEP project, I asked for volunteer actors/actresses who would present some material from Tennessee Williamsâ€™s play The Glass Menagerie. After we read the text of the drama, I 
usually show students portions of a film adaptation. However, I 

RationalTool2

The activity, like the first, was very active, especially for the students who volunteered to play the Wingfield family members. The rest of the class participated too, though, as they often read along with 
the text during the presentation. Additionally, 

ImproveTool2

Students enjoyed this activity, and theyâ€”of their own initiativeâ€”even made use of the limited props we had in the classroom (a stapler acted as a telephone, for example). The assignment was so 
popular that students asked if they could perform another 
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

DescriptionTool1

For the 1st graded essay, I had the students do a sentence outline. When their full drafts were completed, I asked them to highlighted each part of the outline a different color. Then, they had to find 
these same sentences in their essay drafts and highli

RationalTool1

Since most of the students are visual, active, and sequential learners, the hands-on activity helped them to visually see if they were following the outline requirements step-by-step as well as if they were 
following through with their plan. This helped them check their organization. About 1/2 of them were able to quickly find their outline points in their papers, but the rest had not followed the formatting 
for a sentence outline, were missing parts, or forgot to follow through with the outline points in the body. They had the chance to correct these errors during the editing stage. Many had never done a 

ImproveTool1

I will do this next semester. It helped 75% of the class. It also helped them on the next papers. Some of them did the color-coding on all their papers for the semester after this exercise.

DescriptionTool2

During a paper on social networking (a rewrite of the MSVE pre-test topic near the end of the semester), we did 2 exercises. As a class, we brainstormed the positives and negatives of social networking. 
While they shared, I typed an outline of notes on th

RationalTool2

Since the majority of 1010 classes were visual and activce learers, the group collaboration gave them a chance to share ideas. I was just the facilitator and notetaker. Many partipated and shared ideas. 
Several students voluneered to show the class their 

ImproveTool2

This topic generated some of the best essays of the semester. This was in part due to the relevance of the topic since the vast majority of students are active in some social networking site. Many students 
printed and used the class notes as the developed
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

1010

DescriptionTool1

To appeal to active and verbal learners, I designed a group assignment based on Arguments of Fact and Definition, as well as the Toulmin method of argument structure. The assignment was partially 
inspired by Everything is an Argumentâ€™s instructor notes 

RationalTool1

Out of the 15 students who turned in their QEP surveys, 10 students were moderately or strongly active learners â€“ the second most popular strategy in my tally. The least common learning style was the 
verbal learners â€“ only 5 of 15 students. Since according to our summary of learning styles, both active and verbal learners benefit from group exercises, I designed an assignment that would compliment 
each learning style. Furthermore, most of my students seem to have trouble with the Toulmin method of structuring argument, and I felt that an in-class group assignment may help them work their way 

ImproveTool1

The assignment proved very popular with the students. In fact, several students told me that they would like to see more group work in class, saying that it was â€œhelpful,â€• or the work just 
â€œclickedâ€• with them. Furthermore, that it was a nice break

DescriptionTool2

I designed the visual rhetoric unit to appeal to visual and sequential learners, as well as to build on previous units of types of argument. For instance, the class was divided into lecture, discussion, and 
group activities. I used a PowerPoint presentati

RationalTool2

Out of the 15 students who turned in their QEP surveys, nine students were moderately or strongly visual learners, and six were moderately and slightly sequential learners. The visual rhetoric unit 
seemed the most practical unit for visual learners for ob

ImproveTool2

A few of the students told me after class that visual argument chapter intimidated them a bit, but by taking apart a few pieces in class, and by redesigning pieces in their group work, they felt much more 
comfortable with these new material. However, on t
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Department

Developmental Writing

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

DSPW 0800

DescriptionTool1

Each student interviewed another class member and had to write about the person after a follow-up interview.

RationalTool1

Incorporating information into an essay form using active, verbal, visual, and linear learning styles.

ImproveTool1

Have the students write down a few questions to ask beyond the ones on the interview outline. This would help with more interaction and research strategies.

DescriptionTool2

The students watched movie clips to talk about who the film maker/trailer was targeting. Then students had to write a two paragraph short essay suggesting to a child to read/watch a particular movie. 
Then they wrote the same information suggesting that a 

RationalTool2

Teaching audience and tone.

ImproveTool2

I will bring in an example of children's writing to help students know the tone for a child. Some students had language above a child's vocabulary.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 1020

DescriptionTool1

As part of preparing for a film character analysis, I showed several short clips of films to the students including the first Pirates of the Caribbean movie and the first Harry Potter. They had a handout of 
film terms while watching the clips and were ask

RationalTool1

These dual enrollment students were mostly visual and active learners, so seeing an actual film clip and being able to apply the technial film terms in class engaged them visually and actively. They were 
good at spotting camera angles, reaction shots, etc. . . . We were able to slow and still shots to discuss how a certain angle means a certain thing for that shot, like a character looking either strong or 
vulnerable. And they learned the importance of reaction shots where a character may not speak, but his or her face speaks volumes about the scene.

ImproveTool1

I will continue to do the in-class film term practice with film clips. They enjoy the film clips, and they feel comfortable sharing with classmates as we are learning something new and also learning not to 
just passively watch a film, but to actively watc

DescriptionTool2

For the major research paper, the students submitted these stages: thesis, outline, Works Cited, intro, first body paragraph describing and analyzing character's first appearance on screen, the next body 
paragraph with a major scene showing the character'

RationalTool2

Most of these sequentail learners had never done a paper over 1,000 words with 3 sources before (film, database source, and textbook source) and seemed overwhelmed, but breaking the paper into 
small stages helped lessen their stress. They were able to see

ImproveTool2

Yes, I will continue to do the most complicated and lengthy paper of the semester in sequential stages. Sequential learners seem to do better when they are focused on one section of the paper at a time.
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Department

Philosophy

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

Philosophy 1030

DescriptionTool1

Lecture

RationalTool1

Unfamiliarity of students with the materials.

ImproveTool1

Will seek to improve the lectures

DescriptionTool2

Class discussion

RationalTool2

Involves the students

ImproveTool2

Will seek to present more provocative questions.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

Comp I/1010

DescriptionTool1

Peer review groups wherein the students critique one another's rough drafts: an exercise aimed at Active Learners and verbal learners.

RationalTool1

This assessment of by peers helps the students defend, often verbally, positions when writing argumentative papers. The debates and evaluations the students make help them measure their progress and 
prioritize their work. In addition, the students recieve important peer support. Since so many of my students were active learners, these tool seemed justified, and hopefully it helped verbal learners as 
well.

ImproveTool1

In an attempt to incorporate sensing learners into the exercise, I believe I can connect peer review to bussiness meetings where groups thrash out solutions to problems. I will also give student established 
ways to solve problems they encounter when revie

DescriptionTool2

Paired Teaching Exercise wherein students breakdown and seperate the structure of an essay for another group of students.

RationalTool2

Teaching to other students allows active learners to determine the most important aspects of what is being taught and helps them make conclusions about the what they are teaching. This is particurily 
effective in my Dual enrollment classess where high sch

ImproveTool2

In pairing students, I need to pay stricter attention to the individual student's weaknessess and strengths. In doing so, I can better determine which students should be paired with one another.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

2110-H21

DescriptionTool1

I asked my American Literature students to fill in a timeline as we progressed through the class with important historical and literary facts and events.

RationalTool1

This was initially intended to engage the sequential learner, but I believe all of the students benefitted from it.

ImproveTool1

I will definitely use this tool again. The students liked it and found it a helpful study guide when preparing for the exams.

DescriptionTool2

Students were asked to respond to weekly questions through elearn discussions. All of the students could read and respond to their fellow students.

RationalTool2

This activity was intended for the active learner to allow him or her to engage with fellow students.

ImproveTool2

I will use this activity again because it generated very good discussion.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

1010

DescriptionTool1

Study groups with teacher assistance

RationalTool1

Motivated and encouraged students

ImproveTool1

Will begin the process earlier in the course

DescriptionTool2

More teacher input on outlining, introduction and conclusions through elearn before turning in paper

RationalTool2

Students were not prepared for the course.

ImproveTool2

Will request lab time during Saturday classes so that I can observe students as they begin outlines for upcoming papers.
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Department

Developmental Writing

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

DSPW 0700

DescriptionTool1

A grammar mini-lesson was given. Then using the book's practices, I tested the students' knowledge. Students were allowed to use notes and other classmates as a reference. Then we went over these as 
a class and a follow-up worksheet was given to test indi

RationalTool1

Learning cooperatively and active learning.

ImproveTool1

Have the students work in groups and have a member of each group put answers on the board and discuss as a class which answer is correct and why. This will help facilitate learning by taking it one step 
further in the possess one must use to write proper 

DescriptionTool2

Using a clip from a movie, I had the students describe the scene from beginning to end, using the 5 senses.

RationalTool2

Learning by visual, auditory, and active.

ImproveTool2

Have the students read what they wrote and add the lesson of flow to the piece. The papers often read like a list instead of descriptive action. This will also help with draft/rewrite lessons.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

DescriptionTool1

Charted Readings: With a Charted Reading, students follow these steps: 1) Read an article; 2) Number the paragraphs; 3) Re-read article one paragraph at a time; 4) Upon re-reading each paragraph, put 
the article away and (without looking) summarize the pa

RationalTool1

Reflective learners need to not merely read material -- they also need to slow down and contemplate material. Also, by summarizing an article one paragraph at a time, when it's time to write paper, 
students will have ready-made paraphrases for use.

ImproveTool1

I will continue to use Charted Readings, for I found them to be useful and students seemed to see their benefit. Also, there are ways/techniques to further enhance the benefits of Charted Readings, and 
I'll look to incorporate those into future classes.

DescriptionTool2

Very extremely detailed instructions for completion of projects: Typically, I am fairly detailed with my instructions, but this time I decided to be even more detailed than usual.

RationalTool2

Intuitive learners, I've found in my experience and in my researches, need more attention to details, to the "nuts and bolts" of a project.

ImproveTool2

I will continue this, but I will codify it a bit via use of Checklists -- that'll create more of a level of codified formality.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

1010

DescriptionTool1

Added pictures and media to every module. We would begin discussion of a new kind of argument with a day of media that let them see that argument visually represented instead of looking at example 
essays from the beginning.

RationalTool1

Visual learners needed something beyond the textbook explanation of how to make a particular kind of argument.

ImproveTool1

I enjoyed this tool and thought it was effective for most of my students, visual learners or not. I will continue this to use this strategy.

DescriptionTool2

I had my students summarize several difficult articles in their own words and then exchange those summaries to enhance understanding of difficult topics or essays. I also did this with my assignment 
sheets.

RationalTool2

Many of my kids were intimidated by reading long essays and trying to grasp a main point/writing pattern from them. By asking them to summarize the work for their classmates, it made them translate 
the work into something they could more easily understand

ImproveTool2

I don't think this really worked for the essays, but for my assignment sheets it was extrememly effective. When they summarized what they thought the assignment was asking them to do, they actually 
caught each other's mistakes and corrected misunderstandi
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 1020

DescriptionTool1

used videos of stories and plays

RationalTool1

many visual learners

ImproveTool1

I will incorporate more visual elements from the text to engage visual learners

DescriptionTool2

had students work in groups to solve problems such as writing a thesis for a literary analysis and doing an MLA work cited for literary material

RationalTool2

many active learners

ImproveTool2

I will have students do more group work to engage active learners
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Department

Philosophy

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

1030

DescriptionTool1

I gave an open-book pop quiz on Darwinian evolution, in which students were asked to define evolution carefully.

RationalTool1

Class was split between reflective and active learners, but I have not included many reflective activities in the past. So, I decided to include this one.

ImproveTool1

Students might exchange quizzes and attempt to correct them, resulting in more points for each if corrections result in improvements.

DescriptionTool2

I included a "jigsaw" activity in which students were divided into three different groups, assigned a different section of the reading on free will, and asked to master their section enough to present it. 
Then, they moved to groups in which each of the ot

RationalTool2

Although only a minority of students in this section are verbal learners, I have not done many verbal activities. So, I decided to focus on these students for once.

ImproveTool2

I felt the activity was effective introduction to the topic. The lecture that followed answered questions that were raised in groups.
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Department

Speech Communication

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

SPCH 2010

DescriptionTool1

Emphasized the making and using of quality visual aids in presentations.

RationalTool1

The vast majority of students reported themselves as visual learners, but over the years, I have seen very poor visual aids in speeches. We spent time learning what makes a visual truly an aid, how to 
prepare them and how to use them in a speech. This helped others to learn from the presentations they heard and saw.

ImproveTool1

I will focus on this task even more and start ealier in the semester. I will have a separate grade just for visuals. They will turn them in and have time to improve them before the actual presentation.

DescriptionTool2

For panel discussions, the students had to choose one of the topics that we already study in the class rather than looking at outside issues.

RationalTool2

The vast majority of the students listed themselves as active learners. This exercise got them actively involved in learning with their peers by creating a presentation on a communication issue. I also had 
them focus on active learning during the presenta

ImproveTool2

I will spend more time with them to ensure the quality of the information being presented and will focus more on the active lesson being taught in front of the whole class--possibly even take to 2 days on 
each subject.
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Department

Developmental Reading

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

DSPR-0700

DescriptionTool1

Using a current movie review of Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince and a current book review of Twilight. Students divided themselves up into groups and had to identify facts and opinions.

RationalTool1

At least 45% of the students were Sensing Learners and this activity allowed them to use everday items to identify facts and opinions.

ImproveTool1

For improvement, I will identify several facts and opinions in the movie and book review before students have to do it on their own

DescriptionTool2

Students watched the moview "Akeelah and the Bee" which is about a young girl trying to make it to the National Spelling Bee Contest. Afterwards students have to find three movie reviews on the 
internet, print them out, and identify three facts and three 

RationalTool2

Over half the class were Visual Learners and watching the movie was a visual way to see the importance of words and ways to improve your memory of learning words. Students have to take a vocabulary 
quiz each class.

ImproveTool2

For improvement, I will make students print out only one movie review. Printing out three seemed overwhelming to many of the students.
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Department

Developmental Reading

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

DSPR-0800

DescriptionTool1

Using a current movie review of Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince and a current book review of Twilight. Students divided themselves up into groups and had to identify facts and opinions.

RationalTool1

At least 45% of the students were Sensing Learners and this activity allowed them to use everday items to identify facts and opinions.

ImproveTool1

For improvement, I will identify several facts and opinions in the movie and book review before students have to do it on their own

DescriptionTool2

Students watched the moview "Akeelah and the Bee" which is about a young girl trying to make it to the National Spelling Bee Contest.Afterwards students have to find three movie reviews on the 
internet, print them out, and identify three facts and three o

RationalTool2

Over half the class were Visual Learners and watching the movie was a visual way to see the importance of words and ways to improve your memory of learning words. Students have to take a vocabulary 
quiz each class.

ImproveTool2

For improvement, I will make students print out only one movie review. Printing out three seemed overwhelming to many of the students.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 2410

DescriptionTool1

Charted Readings: With a Charted Reading, students follow these steps: 1) Read an article; 2) Number the paragraphs; 3) Re-read article one paragraph at a time; 4) Upon re-reading each paragraph, put 
the article away and (without looking) summarize the pa

RationalTool1

Reflective learners need to not merely read material -- they also need to slow down and contemplate material.

ImproveTool1

I will continue to use Charted Readings, for I found them to be useful and students seemed to see their benefit. Also, there are ways/techniques to further enhance the benefits of Charted Readings, and 
I'll look to incorporate those into future classes. A

DescriptionTool2

Very extremely detailed instructions for completion of projects: Typically, I am fairly detailed with my instructions, but this time I decided to be even more detailed than usual.

RationalTool2

Intuitive learners, I've found in my experience and in my researches, need more attention to details, to the "nuts and bolts" of a project.

ImproveTool2

I will continue this, but I will codify it a bit via use of Checklists -- that'll create more of a level of codified formality.
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Department

Speech Communication

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

2010

DescriptionTool1

Active Learners Problems which need to be solved are given to groups of five students in the class. The groups are given the same problem and specific facts concerning the problem which does have a 
correct solution.

RationalTool1

These exercises are usually done prior to the group speech exercise. These activities introduce the group members to one another and different forms of interaction. The group members interact by 
discussing different methods that could be utilized in solving the problem and reaching the correct conclusion.

ImproveTool1

This exercise has proven to be very valuable and will be used in future semesters.

DescriptionTool2

Visual Learners The public speaking course utilizes numerous handouts throughout the semester, these handouts include, pictures, diagrams, sketches, and many forms of visuals to explain 
communication theory and potential speech topics. One lecture examine

RationalTool2

Students gain insight through visual contact with topics they may or may not have been familiar with. By openly discussing what has visually been seen students gain a dual insight into the topic.

ImproveTool2

I plan on requiring students to bring in visuals concerning topics in which they are interested. One speech requires a visual aid in which demonstration is the basis.
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL1010

DescriptionTool1

Students viewed the film, "Falling Down," and then the students wrote a paper arguing for or against the premise that our society is indeed falling apart.

RationalTool1

Viewing films, especially in an English, Argument based class, breaks the monotony of students having to read essays to form their opinions, and it also allows me to opportunity to present an argument 
that appeals to all three learning styles.

ImproveTool1

The next time I give this assignment, I may select another more controversial film that is suitable to all ages.

DescriptionTool2

The students had to do a research paper that consisted of their using books (hard copy), articles and journals as opposed to using the internet to find sources. They had to find unfamiliar words in the 
dictionary, and then research the words.

RationalTool2

I have used this assignment for a few years because the students become enthralled in the research (although they may moan and groan at the assignment initially) and it provides them an opportunity to 
read actual books and tour the library.

ImproveTool2

I won't change this assignment because it has been extremely successful, and the students enjoy writing their papers.
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Department

Humanities

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

1020

DescriptionTool1

Created PowerPoint presentations to demonstrate for students the steps for creating a literary essay.

RationalTool1

I found that a number of students were sequential learners. Breaking the literary essay into steps helps them understand the process.

ImproveTool1

I will couple the PowerPoint with an in-class assignment which requires students to begin writing. Students will better internalize what they've seen in the PowerPoint if they immediately begin working 
on it in class.

DescriptionTool2

Divided the class into small groups to discuss the short story assigned for that day and to devise a thesis statement for writing about the short story.

RationalTool2

QEP survey indicated many students prefer to learn by working with fellow students.

ImproveTool2

Will not only have the group devise a thesis statement. Will also have each student in the group create an outline for the thesis statement and create an introductory paragraph. Students will be even 
more engaged when they immediately begin to put into pa
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Department

English

Division

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2009

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

DescriptionTool1

Used visual arguments in Everything's an Argument textbook

RationalTool1

many visual learners

ImproveTool1

I will incorporate more visual arguments into the course to engage the visual learners

DescriptionTool2

Had students work together to solve problems such as how to write an argumentative thesis or an MLA work cited entry

RationalTool2

many active learners

ImproveTool2

I will incorporate more group activities to engage active learners
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