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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

ENG 1020

Description Tool 1

I used group assignments that asked the students to locate specific answers to questions about the literature. Then, the groups presented their answers to the class.

Rational Tool 1

I felt like this was a good tool for both auditory learners and hands on learners because they were discussing with each other and then actually presenting.

Improve Tool 1

I feel that it worked well. My improvement strategy includes incorporating this more often on a smaller scale.

Description Tool 2

We watched scenes from an adaptation of a play we studied. We also listened to audio clips of poets reading their own work.

Rational Tool 2

This addresses the visual and auditory learners.

Improve Tool 2

I think I will seek out more material to incorporate this technique into most of the literature we study.
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Department

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPR 0800

Description Tool 1

Using articles from the Greeneville Sun, students had to identify main ideas and supporting details

Rational Tool 1

Majority of students were factual learners which want ideas to connect to everyday life

Improve Tool 1

It was hard to find articles that I thought the students would find interesting. Next time I will get articles from USA Today.

Description Tool 2

Students wrote vocabulary words on colored sheets of paper

Rational Tool 2

Majority of students were visual learners. I thought the color might help them remember the vocabulary words better

Improve Tool 2

Students enjoyed doing this but it took up a lot of classroom time and I did not see any overall improvements on students' quiz grades. I would not do this activity 
again.
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Department

Developmental Reading

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPR 0800

Description Tool 1

I did some whole-class graphic exercises using the materials at our textbook publisher's web site.

Rational Tool 1

Many of my students were visual learners.

Improve Tool 1

Do some additional graphic exercises.

Description Tool 2

I did some whole-class listening exercises using the materials at our textbook publisher's web site.

Rational Tool 2

Many of my students were auditory learners.

Improve Tool 2

Since my students particularly enjoyed these, I would simply do additional auditory exercises in the future.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

Description Tool 1

Plagiarism Awareness Tool -- having students write Plagiarizer's Anonymous meeting confessionals to share with the rest of the class.

Rational Tool 1

To emphasize how important it is to NOT plagiarize, per our Department's recent emphasis.

Improve Tool 1

This is the first time I've done this, so I don't know how I'll improve it next time yet.

Description Tool 2

Images in Advertising Tool -- Looking at young men's images in advertising and how they are portrayed.

Rational Tool 2

To show the persuasive elements used in advertising.

Improve Tool 2

I will use other images in Advertising next time, and not just young men's.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010 and 1020

Description Tool 1

Students were asked to make a number of different sentences using eight words placed on the board in random order.

Rational Tool 1

This exercise allows active learners to encounter the importance of grammar and syntax by leading them to entirely change a sentence's meaning simply by placing 
its words in a different order.

Improve Tool 1

The exercise worked well, and students got a kick out of the number of different--and often silly--sentences they could come up with. Next time, I may try to then 
use the sentences they've written as a segue into talking about particular aspects of gramma

Description Tool 2

Composition 2 students were given a poem typed as a prose paragraph and instructed to break the sentences apart into lines of poetry. They then looked at the 
original poem to see where the author placed her line breaks and discussed the possible reasons f

Rational Tool 2

The exercise helps active learners begin to think about poetic form and the rationale behind the use of lines in poetry. Visual learners were also able to see the 
difference between prose and poetry and discuss the implications of these differences, both in general and about the poem.

Improve Tool 2

Students had already read the poem for class, which meant they already had some sense of how the author used line breaks in the poem. Next time, I might use a 
poem they'd never seen, especially one by a poet that plays with the form a bit more radically, such as e.e. cummings.

Tuesday, January 04, 2011 Page 6 of 58



Department

Developmental Writing

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPW 700

Description Tool 1

Power Point Presentations All Grammar Topics

Rational Tool 1

Visual learners could relate power point slides to grammar rules

Improve Tool 1

use as many power point presentations as possible

Description Tool 2

classifications of points possible for the various types of papers

Rational Tool 2

visual learners/ outline

Improve Tool 2

same
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Department

Developmental Writing

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

80445

Description Tool 1

I provided the students with notes and examples for each chapter and essay assignment.

Rational Tool 1

Some students focus on comprehension of the material during class and fail to take proper notes of the important information. I believe the students benefitted 
from having prepared notes as a study guide. This class, for most of the students, is an introduction to writing. I found that it helped them tremendously to see 
examples of the different types of essays that were assigned. I used these examples to point out the differences between the assignments and also to demonstrate 

Improve Tool 1

I would like to incorporate group activities. I think that pairing stronger students with weaker students in certain class projects could encourage a type of 
â€œmentoringâ€� situation that would be beneficial to the ones who are struggling.

Description Tool 2

I used Illustrations and â€œacting outâ€� techniques for certain grammar lessons. I was able to take some concepts and translate them by drawing pictures or 
physically going through the motions to demonstrate.

Rational Tool 2

Some of the students have a hard time grasping the rules of grammar when they are just verbally explained. I found that most everyone in the class could 
understand the difficult rules if they were explained in more visual ways.

Improve Tool 2

I would like to incorporate visual games to make learning these grammar rules a little more fun and engaging for the students.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

English 1010

Description Tool 1

Students were asked to view a selection of silly YouTube videos concerning plagiarism and how to avoid it. The videos were shown at the beginning of classes that 
included longer lectures about academic integrity and appropriate use of source material.

Rational Tool 1

Both of my sections of Comp 1 had large numbers of visual learners this semester.

Improve Tool 1

The videos were shown as a part of our Plagiarism Awareness Week, which was overwhelmingly positive in sending the message that the department takes this form 
of cheating seriously. Still, the videos should have been shown a little later in the semester--

Description Tool 2

I added a PowerPoint presentation to my typical intoduction and conclusion workshop. This was used to engage students during the brief lecture preceding the 
actual peer revision exercise. It also included writing a quick "interview" paragraph (intro) and 

Rational Tool 2

Both of my sections of Comp 1 had large numbers of visual learners this semester. Also, while intros and conclusions are always a part of peer review, previous 
workshops had not made much impact on these two crucial paragraphs. In short, intros and conclusions were not being revised from draft to draft.

Improve Tool 2

I will use the strategy again. Next semester, however, I will try to use the PowerPoint sooner--even with the first theme.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

English 1010

Description Tool 1

web-based exercises from Little Brown Handbook

Rational Tool 1

Group activity - visual, auditory, instant feedback

Improve Tool 1

Do it more consistently

Description Tool 2

"Find that Fallacy!" - students in groups of two, in computer lab. They had to explain clearly and give example of one fallacy

Rational Tool 2

I wanted them to understand the definitions, in their own words

Improve Tool 2

Longer time to do exercise.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

English 1010

Description Tool 1

Students were asked to view a selection of silly YouTube videos concerning plagiarism and how to avoid it. The videos were shown at the beginning of classes that 
included longer lectures about academic integrity and appropriate use of source material.

Rational Tool 1

Both of my sections of Comp 1 had large numbers of visual learners this semester.

Improve Tool 1

The videos were shown as a part of our Plagiarism Awareness Week, which was overwhelmingly positive in sending the message that the department takes this form 
of cheating seriously. Still, the videos should have been shown a little later in the semester--

Description Tool 2

I added a PowerPoint presentation to my typical introduction and conclusion workshop. This was used to engage students during the brief lecture preceding the 
actual peer revision exercise. It also included writing a quick "interview" paragraph (intro) and

Rational Tool 2

Both of my sections of Comp 1 had large numbers of visual learners this semester. Also, while intros and conclusions are always a part of peer review, previous 
workshops had not made much impact on these two crucial paragraphs. In short, intros and conclusions were not being revised from draft to draft.

Improve Tool 2

I will use the strategy again. Next semester, however, I will try to use the PowerPoint sooner--even with the first theme.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

ENGL 2110 (American Literature I)

Description Tool 1

After researching The Mayflower's size, class adjourned to the campus lot where we outlined the ship's dimensions, then stood within those dimensions to visualize 
but one aspect of the conditions Puritan Separatists endured on their journey across the Atl

Rational Tool 1

Teaching to the tactile learners.

Improve Tool 1

Our deck was open field; I did not crowd the deck with the positioning of masts or other ship paraphenalia. The sensation of crowding will then be more apparent.

Description Tool 2

In studying the metrics of specific poetry, students stamped feet (unaccented syllables) and clapped hands (accented). Entire group participation.

Rational Tool 2

Teaching to tactile learners.

Improve Tool 2

Emphasize anapestic dimeter near the activity's end, then slip Queen's "We Will Rock You" into a CD player. More fun! More relevancy!
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Department

Philosophy

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

Phil 2210

Description Tool 1

Students Reading Aloud in Class from Text

Rational Tool 1

I wanted to give all the students an opportunity to hear an ancient Indian text from a unique perspective.

Improve Tool 1

I will provide a visual reproduction of the text, because it was difficult for the students to grasp the material when another student merely read it.

Description Tool 2

Showed Video In Class

Rational Tool 2

I wanted to show what other cultures and religions look and sound like, rather than the students just hearing about some facts and ideas.

Improve Tool 2

I will have the students interact more with the video by giving them questions to fill out during the video.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

ENGL 1020

Description Tool 1

In studying the metrics of specific poetry, students--in unison--stamped feet (unaccented syllables) and clapped hands (accented) while I recited the poem.

Rational Tool 1

Reaching tactile learners.

Improve Tool 1

Introduce a component wherein students are seated across from each other and clap their partner's hands (big pat-a-cake style). More active hilarity; more 
memorable action.

Description Tool 2

To 5 people in class, placed stick-on "Hello" tags to clothing. The tags were previously overwritten with a poetic term ("onomatopoeia, "metrics," etc.). Remaining 
students were tagged with words such as "sizzle" or "anapest" Students bearing the poetic t

Rational Tool 2

Visual, auditory, and tactile teaching.

Improve Tool 2

Play another round allowing the folks who were the "concept" a chance to be in the "example" pool--more reinforcement for both groups; also offer a reward to the 
groups who get it right the first time--nobody mis-grouped.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010 COMPOSITION 1

Description Tool 1

On "Hello" clothing stickers one group of students had nouns ("birds," "dogs" "bird-dogs") written. Group II had verbs ("bite," "scamper"), etc. Group three had no 
words, but punctuation (question marks, periods, commas. Team captains could call forth the

Rational Tool 1

Sequential and tactile learning of English sentence structure.

Improve Tool 1

Play outdoors or in a room with more open space--maneuvering ease.

Description Tool 2

Used an OPAQUE black marker to line through words, phrases or sentences in error on a draft.

Rational Tool 2

Visual learners who can no longer see a word that they have used incorrectly in a sentence now face the frustration of readers who have been perplexed or 
befuddled by the original wording.

Improve Tool 2

Use a washable marker so that if marker accidentally drops on clothing, the article is not relegated to "gardening pants."
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Department

Speech Communication

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

Speech 2010

Description Tool 1

Active Learning was used in aiding pupils to integrate lessons into group and individual styles.

Rational Tool 1

To aid pupils in better using interpersonal communication techniques, meeded by employers

Improve Tool 1

More and more pupils need this strategy for employment and personal reasons, thus Active Learning is a good measure.

Description Tool 2

Verbal Learning

Rational Tool 2

To equip pupils to utalize language better in times demanding such, especially as language skills have decreased.

Improve Tool 2

Each term warrants more of this entry in language skills, which become more rare in pupils.
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Department

Speech Communication

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

SPCH 2010

Description Tool 1

PRCA Assessment Test

Rational Tool 1

The PRCA is specifically designed to gauge the student's level of overall speech communication apprehension and communication apprehension in group discussions, 
meetings, interpersonal conversations and public speaking. Throughout the course students often are asked to work on improving these areas. This test provides 
students with a understanding of which of the areas they need to work on to improve their communication in different speech settings, which is the overall goal of 

Improve Tool 1

The PRCA is currently given at the beginning of the course to help gauge where students stand. However, the test needs to be given perhaps in the middle of the 
course and end. This will further help students understand how much progress they are making or

Description Tool 2

Video clips connected to areas in Speech Communication

Rational Tool 2

Students in Speech classes are proven to be visual learners. Videos help to improve their understanding of the the various areas discussed in Speech Communication, 
including nonverbal body language.

Improve Tool 2

Refine selection of videos to more specifically match areas of the Speech Communication and expand selection. Students will continue, if not more so, to be visual 
learners in the future. This refinement and expansion of videos used in the course must be completed because it will help not only provide them with more visuals 
but will also help to zero in on the exact area of Speech they need to be learning.

Tuesday, January 04, 2011 Page 17 of 58



Department

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPR 0800

Description Tool 1

This practice was supplemental to the vocabulary workbooks we used in class. When I felt the week's words were a little more trying, I would ask student's to write 
original sentences unsing the words.

Rational Tool 1

It seemed as though students understood/retained the meaning better of certain words when they used the words in a context which related to something in which 
they knew or had interest.

Improve Tool 1

I do not think I will change the strategy very much. If anyghing, however, I will assign this extra task more often, mayber even for each lesson.

Description Tool 2

I allowed group discussion while completing some exercises, when the assignment was fitting.

Rational Tool 2

Students loved having a voice and hearing others' when contemplating some of the answers to textbook work after certain readings. They had a very good time 
discussing the sections on fact/opinion, and some of the texts, along with the questions prompted good discussions,and hopefully, a better understanding of what 
was read.

Improve Tool 2

Again, like strategy 1, I believe this strategy was worthwhile and productive enough to use even more often the next time I teach this particular class.
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Department

Developmental Writing

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

80453

Description Tool 1

Peer Tutoring-With each theme, the students exchange papers during the rough draft stage and fill out a worksheet on their partner's theme. The owner of the 
theme has a choice whether or not to accept the advise of their tutor.Also, statistics prove that 

Rational Tool 1

When a student is responsible for reviewing another student's theme, they are more detailed and efficient. In addition, the peer is able to catch things that the 
writer is unable to catch. This gives each student accountability and teaches them how to proofread properly through the specific questioning on the worksheet.

Improve Tool 1

I will use the same worksheet, but I will allow the students to create a questionair with concerns regarding their paper for the peer to review in addition to the 
assigned worksheet.

Description Tool 2

Model, Learn, Apply-When the students come into class, I have five incorrect sentences on the dry erase boards. I have students from the class to come up and 
correct them. we discuss the mistakes and the corrections as a whole class. Aferward, I have stud

Rational Tool 2

Statistics prove that students learn better by making mistakes, finding out why they made the mistakes, and then being taught how to correct the mistakes.

Improve Tool 2

Instead of just doing this exercise twice, i will try to do it on a smaller level on a class by class basis. This way, students will not have overload in a coupe of class 
periods.
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Department

Philosophy

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

Phil 2400

Description Tool 1

In Class Debate

Rational Tool 1

I wanted the students to be able to argue for both sides of a controversial issue.

Improve Tool 1

I will give the quieter students a better opportunity to speak, because some had difficulty getting their thoughts and arguments in.

Description Tool 2

Academic Video Clip

Rational Tool 2

I wanted to give the students an opportunity to hear a top lecturer present on the topics we were covering.

Improve Tool 2

I would help the students engage with the video by giving them questions to answer during the video.
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Department

Developmental Reading

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPR 0700/0800

Description Tool 1

The students were responsible for breaking into groups of 3-4 students. I assigned each group part of the Chapter on Main Idea. Each group worked during one class 
period to prepare their section. The class then presented each section while the students to

Rational Tool 1

Students must use visual, auditory and hands on to prepare and teach the chapter. It also allows for peer tutoring which the students respond to very well.

Improve Tool 1

The same thing I did this semester. I may try to give them two class periods one to prepare and one to present.

Description Tool 2

DSPW 0800. I always have these students do a group effort paper for their first assignment. They brain storm together, write their rough draft together and then 
each student can correct the rough draft as they see fit to hand in to me for grading.

Rational Tool 2

This allows the students to peer tutor and help each other. They catch mistakes and are able to see each other flaws in thinking. It requires them to use 
communication, visual, hands on, and auditory. It works real well, and their second independent paper is better written.

Improve Tool 2

None. This always works great. It is very effective, and the students like it as long as the final copy is done on their terms.
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Department

Philosophy

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

1030

Description Tool 1

Throughout the semester, Powerpoints were used to supplement lectures in class. These were also available to students outside the classroom online, but did not 
result in less attendance because of daily quizzes.

Rational Tool 1

Students retain information better if they can both see and hear things.

Improve Tool 1

I had some students print out the notes ahead of time using the note function in powerpoint. These students were then able to take notes right beside the slide in 
their own notes, so the correlation was clearer.

Description Tool 2

We watched 3 videos in class pertaining to existentialism, absurdism, and darwinism.

Rational Tool 2

These videos were intended to enrich their learning experience for those sections by showing examples in real life of how the various philosophies being studied 
under those headings could be applied. It is a "hands on" way to see philosophy in action.

Improve Tool 2

I would include a short writing assignment in class to encourage greater attendance.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

ENGL 2110

Description Tool 1

Students are asked to find maps of America from before it was settled. For this they look online or in schoolbooks to find maps of the early voyages including those 
of the Pilgrims. In addition, they must research the time frame and find anything interest

Rational Tool 1

This is a very visual project that works well for active learners. It generates a LOT of discussion and references are made to this material throughout the rest of the 
semester. The slides also serve as a wonderful resource when studying for the exam as well. I love that it really involves the whole class.

Improve Tool 1

No improvement necessary here, except to find additional topics for students to research.

Description Tool 2

Students are asked to consider the article called â€œPoe's Literary Contributions: Inventor of the Detective Storyâ€� which lays out criteria that Edgar Allan Poe 
used when writing his stories. Often these are considered the first detective stories, thoug

Rational Tool 2

Itâ€™s always interesting to relate what people like today to literature written some time ago. Most people have favorites in this area, so they can draw from their 
own knowledge. Rather than breaking down Poeâ€™s method of creating the detective story, students can see for themselves where his influence still exists. The 
class discussions generated from this often begin with â€œYou like what show?!â€�, and then move to â€œWhy do you like that.â€� The ultimate goal is to get to 

Improve Tool 2

Nothing to improve here. This exercise takes on a life of its own.
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Department

Philosophy

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

2400

Description Tool 1

More visual illustrations of concepts on board.

Rational Tool 1

Student demand -- visual learners.

Improve Tool 1

Incorporate more drawings, rather than relying on flow charts.

Description Tool 2

Made lecture notes available online.

Rational Tool 2

Student demand -- written learners.

Improve Tool 2

Make notes available sooner in semester -- at the beginning to facilitate learning as we go, rather than right before exam (probably just used for cramming at that 
point).
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Department

Music

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

HUM 2010

Description Tool 1

Used power points to show examples of art and architecture.

Rational Tool 1

Visual learners like to see what is being explained.

Improve Tool 1

We need to fix the projector in Room 132 so the images show up better.

Description Tool 2

Each student did a class presentation where they explained one topic from a chapter. The students could choose to do this individually or with a partner.

Rational Tool 2

Gets them actively involved in the learning process.

Improve Tool 2

Make stricter requirements for how they can present the material. Some students presenstations were simply read from note cards and need to be more interactive.
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Department

Developmental Writing

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPW 0700

Description Tool 1

Students complete the following exercise: Students were given a word on a card such as around, many, or small. From this word they had to write three sentences 
on an index card. These index cards were collected, read by me, and given back to the student. 

Rational Tool 1

On its face, this assignment might seem like busy work, but there are a few teaching moments that are hidden within this simplicity. First, the students must write 
about something. Just drawing material out of a student can be difficult at this level. Often they look around the room for inspiration which a built-in visual cue! 
Second, the students must practice creativity, another difficult challenge for them. Third, the assignment forces to expand their vocabulary. Once theyâ€™ve used 

Improve Tool 1

This works pretty well the way it is. Its flexibility allows it to work within any schedule.

Description Tool 2

Round Robin stories I provide students with a story starter and let them work in pairs for about 20 minutes to get their story started. Then we swap the stories 
around the room and a new pair of students gets to work on the middle portion of the story. We

Rational Tool 2

This activity teaches students process. The must figure out where the story is going before they ever begin to write. Being dropped in at the middle or end really 
focuses them on paying attention to what the words in front of them are saying. The collaboration in this project allows students to freely get help and to push on 
their own creativity.

Improve Tool 2

Group work is very important here. Given time, students could keep adding new parts to these stories.
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Department

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

1010

Description Tool 1

Compare/Contrast:Discovering Patterns. Use graphic organizers that help students to gather data, organize and categorize information, and create points of 
comparison between two or more events, texts, or personalities. The graphic organizer helps allows s

Rational Tool 1

Compare/contrast writing is one of the five major patterns of writing most often found in context texts. In content reading, it is critical that students develop the 
ability to analyze and synthesize the volume of information presented in these texts. One way for students to learn this strategy is through guided practice in 
comparing and contrasting events, historical figures, works of literature, speeches, political positions, scientific phenomena, and mathematical principles.

Improve Tool 1

The next time that I attempt this assignment I will be certain to spend more time familiarizing studnts with the basic concept/function of graphic organizers. I will be 
certain to work through more than one example with students in order to accomodate tho

Description Tool 2

Restudy/retake. Students are allowed to restudy and retake quizzes and homework assignments.

Rational Tool 2

The gopal of any test is to assess whether information or skills have been learned. If a student fails a test the first time, it is obvious that the information has not 
been learned, and accordingly the goal has not been met.

Improve Tool 2

I think a final deadline is very important to the success of this activity.
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Department

Developmental Reading

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

80411 and 80442

Description Tool 1

In order to enhance reading comprehension, we did a Read/Think Aloud activity as a class. Each student brought a children's book to class and read it using the 
process of thinking and questioning as they read. I modeled the correct way to do this activity

Rational Tool 1

Thinking and questioning while you read enhances comprehension. Many students do not understand what this means when we just tell it to them. Therefore, this 
activity helps them visualize and actually verbalize what they should be doing everytime they read.

Improve Tool 1

I had students bring in their own books which many may have read prior to the class meeting. Next time, I will obtain the books from a library so the students will 
not have prior experience with the book.

Description Tool 2

At the end of each chapter in the reading text book, the students wrote a two sentence summary of the chapter.

Rational Tool 2

Reading students have difficulty finding the main idea in a text; however, they are more comfortable with summarizing material. They did this activity weekly to 
practice finding the main idea and to assist in studying for quizzes.

Improve Tool 2

Next time, I will have the students do this with their children's books after they read it in class, in addition to the text activity.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

1010

Description Tool 1

Working in pairs in lab during the last hour of class and rotating among students to answer questions.

Rational Tool 1

Some students lack computer knowledge and need assistance with outlining and development of thesis statement for upcoming assignment.

Improve Tool 1

I will use handouts describing how to set margins, indentions, spacing, etc. I will continue to pair students and to supervise.

Description Tool 2

In-class exercises designed to teach signals, in-text citing, and works cited page--working independently and in groups (special emphasis on Web citings).

Rational Tool 2

Most students have very little knowledge concerning citing of sources and do not understand plagarism. Web citings are especially difficult for them.

Improve Tool 2

I will begin this process at the beginning of the semester.
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Department

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

1010

Description Tool 1

Compare/Contrast:Discovering Patterns. Use graphic organizers that help students to gather data, organize and categorize information, and create points of 
comparison between two or more events, texts, or personalities. The graphic organizer helps allows s

Rational Tool 1

Compare/contrast writing is one of the five major patterns of writing most often found in context texts. In content reading, it is critical that students develop the 
ability to analyze and synthesize the volume of information presented in these texts. One way for students to learn this strategy is through guided practice in 
comparing and contrasting events, historical figures, works of literature, speeches, political positions, scientific phenomena, and mathematical principles.

Improve Tool 1

The next time that I attempt this assignment I will be certain to spend more time familiarizing studnts with the basic concept/function of graphic organizers. I will be 
certain to work through more than one example with students in order to accomodate tho

Description Tool 2

Restudy/retake. Students are allowed to restudy and retake quizzes and homework assignments.

Rational Tool 2

The gopal of any test is to assess whether information or skills have been learned. If a student fails a test the first time, it is obvious that the information has not 
been learned, and accordingly the goal has not been met.

Improve Tool 2

I think a final deadline is very important to the success of this activity.
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Department

Developmental Reading

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPR 0700/0800

Description Tool 1

Students complete group assignments such as review for vocabulary tests and completion of assignments in the Master Reader textbook.

Rational Tool 1

Developmental reading students often have difficulty learning how to study. By collaberating with each other and quizzing each other, they are better equipped to 
retain information.

Improve Tool 1

Rather than let students group themselves, I will assign groups to create a greater sense of cohesion within the class.

Description Tool 2

After assignments are given from the Master Reader text, we often have a question/answer/discussion session.

Rational Tool 2

This enables students to have a better understanding of the difficult concepts presented in this new, challenging textbook.

Improve Tool 2

My desire is to instill confidence in my students through placing a greater responsibility on them to dig for answers.
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Department

Philosophy

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

1030

Description Tool 1

Freud's Ego Defense Mechanism Jigsaw: students were assigned different defense mechanisms in class and asked to master the concepts involved. Then they taught 
the mechanism to other students.

Rational Tool 1

Many students in class are active and verbal learners.

Improve Tool 1

This tool worked well, and students were engaged. This tool should be utilized more often in other units.

Description Tool 2

We watched Richard Attenborough's documentary on Darwinism.

Rational Tool 2

Many students in class are visual learners.

Improve Tool 2

The video was excellent, and students we able to see material from my lecture in living color. I will show this film again.
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Department

Speech Communication

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

SPCH 2020

Description Tool 1

Empathic Listening Role-play

Rational Tool 1

High number of visual learners

Improve Tool 1

Add another similar activity as time allows

Description Tool 2

Showing listening video clips of interpersonal conversations

Rational Tool 2

High number of visual learners

Improve Tool 2

Add use of contemporary film clips depicting relationship issues
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

1010

Description Tool 1

Stengths and Weaknesses Handouts: Constructed from students' essays after each writing. Sentences are taken from the essays to show what done correctly or 
what needs to be corrected in future writings.

Rational Tool 1

To see what students need to continue to do or to improve on in their essays and to practice making corrections so that these errors won't occur in future writings, 
whereas the strenghts will continue and even improve.

Improve Tool 1

Take more time with this activity by having it done in the writing lab instead of in the classroom. Students prefer typing their assignments versus writing by hand.

Description Tool 2

Using the projector and screen to show the main points of my lectures, which are prepared at home on the computer and shown on the screen. There are also the 
impromptu lessons/points based on students' questions and/or needs.

Rational Tool 2

To display main points of the lecture as I explain them.

Improve Tool 2

Hopefully, to have more time to use this type of teaching. The problem is that the computers for students' use are in the Writing Lab and the equipment I need is in 
the classroom. In my opinion, technology has progressed to the point that English writing students need to work in a room that has computers, and instructors need 
to teach in a room that has the facilities that need to illustrate their lectures.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

Hum Adv II 2110 and Engl 1020

Description Tool 1

Created a project for Human Adventure students where they supply pop culture images to me to be included in the final chapter powerpoint presentation. They 
send me the image, told what the image was, explained why they chose it, and told how it is likely 

Rational Tool 1

This is a good activity to get students involved in preparing a time capsule to be viewed by students in the future. This was a good activity for the active learner, the 
visual and the global learner.

Improve Tool 1

I plan to do this assignment again. The students seemed to really enjoy it, and they were thrilled to share their reasons and finding with the other students during 
the class discussion.

Description Tool 2

Experimented with color coding my comments on student essays. I have all papers submitted into eLearn, so I marked them electronically and return them for 
corrections.

Rational Tool 2

I believe this helped students make connections and remember more readily. It seemed to help the student spot more quickly reoccurring problems. This especially 
helps the visual learner.

Improve Tool 2

I plan to continue using this tool because the students responded well to it.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

2410

Description Tool 1

Assigned student discussion starters early in semester. Had students choose topics for discussion related to course schedule

Rational Tool 1

Since students learn better when actively engaged, I let them take on the "teaching" role for a few minutes at the beginning of class. Many of them developed 
PowerPoints although this was not a requirement.

Improve Tool 1

I will place less emphasis on "discussion" since students had a hard time asking leading questions and getting classmates to respond well. Instead I will leave it as a 
short teaching presentation.

Description Tool 2

Had students respond to a set of discussion board questions that were designed by fellow students.

Rational Tool 2

Discussion board assignment requiring all students to participate gives voice to those students who would not be comfortable speaking up in class.

Improve Tool 2

This worked well. I might increase the frequency of this assignment and involve more students in the development of the discussion board questions.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

ENG 1010

Description Tool 1

We worked in groups to "teach" an article to the class.

Rational Tool 1

This addressed the auditory and hands on learners.

Improve Tool 1

I feel like it worked well for the express class. We did it each week, and the students really seemed to understand the reading assignments after the discussions.

Description Tool 2

We had class discussions in which we generated topics and listed them all on the board.

Rational Tool 2

I decided this might help the visual learners to actually see the number of topics available for certain assignments.

Improve Tool 2

This worked well with cause and effect. I feel that we will use it with all essay topics in the future.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

ENGL 1020

Description Tool 1

"Dream Within a Dream" Poetry Explication Activity: This exercise required the students to examine Poe's poem "Dream Within a Dream" and "rewrite" the poem 
using their own words.

Rational Tool 1

This exercise demonstrated to the students how they can explicate a poem, using a line-by-line analysis. They worked on this activity individually, but we discussed 
their explications as a class. The instructor provided a sample of how to properly write an interpretation of the lines of poetry and turn that into an explication. This 
allowed a wide range of learners to comprehend the steps involved in breaking down a poem into a more understandable form.

Improve Tool 1

One way to improve this strategy would be to allow the students to work in small groups so they could benefit from their classmates' input while interpreting the 
poem.

Description Tool 2

"Literature Interpretation Project": This assignment required the students to work in small groups and develop a modern interpretation of either a poem or a scene 
from one of the plays reviewed in class. They were asked to present their interpretation in 

Rational Tool 2

The students enjoyed working in groups to complete this assignment. They discussed their own interpretations and decided (as a collective whole) how they could 
present their ideas to the class. Since they had to maintain some general idea of the original work, the assignment required the students to be familiar with the 
original work and recreate the concept.

Improve Tool 2

Although this strategy seemed successful, one way to improve it would be to assign more specific literary works instead of allowing the students to choose one from 
the course. This could present a stronger challenge for the students.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

Description Tool 1

"Grammar Bytes" grammar activity: This activity required the students to complete an online grammar tutorial while simultaneously tracking their progress on the 
corresponding handout.

Rational Tool 1

I chose this grammar tutorial because it is interactive and the majority of the students in the class were visual or active learners. The activity was equally beneficial 
for the other students because it provided them with the opportunity to actively participate in grammar exercises while also being able to work at an independent 
pace as individual learners. The students tracked their progress on a handout so they could then report their common errors during the next class meeting. At that 

Improve Tool 1

This activity could be improved by having the students complete the interactive exercises as a class (instead of individually) so we could carefully review each 
answer. I believe this would provide more feedback for the students.

Description Tool 2

Cause and Effect Exercise: This activity involved having the students write 3 sentences about a certain "effect" of their choice. They were asked to write the effect as 
a form of a riddle so their classmates could speculate about the cause without being g

Rational Tool 2

This activity provided the students with the opportunity to better understand how to distinguish between potential causes and effects for a variety of scenarios or 
situations. It was used in preparation for the lesson about causal arguments. The students actively participated in the exercise; they were given the freedom to base 
their answers on their own speculations and communicate with classmates about their ideas.

Improve Tool 2

One improvement for this exercise is to provide the students with an example or "sample scenario" so they would better understand how to conduct the activity.
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Department

Philosophy

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

PHIL 2210-122

Description Tool 1

Purchased and utilized "The Wisdom of Faith" series for use as introductory material to each segment on the specific religions discussed.

Rational Tool 1

Students today are very much invested in imagery and sound. Media is a major conduit of learning for today's students. Second, students may not respond well to a 
course grounded only in lecture. The use of audio-visuals is an important tool for students in the twenty-first century.

Improve Tool 1

I will search for better resources. Smith's segement on Taoism was especially weak. I also wish to invest in new resources which specifically address Tibetan 
Buddhism.

Description Tool 2

I utilized video (from YouTube) of lectures on Buddhism by the Dalai Lama.

Rational Tool 2

The Dalai Lama is the "public face" of Buddhism world-wide. He is clearly a leading scholar of Buddhism and is one of the most important personas in the 
engagement of Buddhism with the Western world. I also believe it is of great intellectual and moral importance that my students know who the Dalai Lama is and 
the issues directly related to his life.

Improve Tool 2

I will purchase additiuonal materials of the Dala Lama and I hope to also incorporate new materials related to the social and politicqal dimensions of the Asian 
traditions.
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Department

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPR 0700

Description Tool 1

Using articles from the Greeneville Sun, students had to identify main ideas and supporting details

Rational Tool 1

Majority of students were factual learners which want ideas to connect to everyday life

Improve Tool 1

It was hard to find articles that I thought the students would find interesting. Next time I will get articles from USA Today.

Description Tool 2

Students wrote vocabulary words on colored sheets of paper

Rational Tool 2

Majority of students were visual learners. I thought the color might help them remember the vocabulary words better

Improve Tool 2

Students enjoyed doing this but it took up a lot of classroom time and I did not see any overall improvements on students' quiz grades. I would not do this activity 
again.
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Department

Speech Communication

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

Speech 2010

Description Tool 1

For my Sensory and Intuitive Learners, I am using using a logic exercise stressing persuasive speech arguments and the connection between truth of facts and the 
validity of conclsions. I use a number of current T.V./ radio / print commercials common on th

Rational Tool 1

For the Intuitive Learner it is a great way of discovering possibilities and for the Sensing Learners a way to discover new facts,through discussion, that the were 
anaware of before

Improve Tool 1

I will do it the same way except for one new method. I am going to let the groups of 5 then discuss it between each other for a group activity.

Description Tool 2

For my Active and Reflective Learners. I am putting students into groups of 5 and letting them discuss as a group the topic of their individual speech 
presentation.What do you think of my topic? What areas of my topic would you like to hear about? What wo

Rational Tool 2

The Reflective Learner is getting to hear and consider the merits of different viewpoints. The Active Learner is getting to discuss them!

Improve Tool 2

So far the current method is very effective
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

Description Tool 1

A specifically guided Dialectical Note-taking activity. Essentially, a student will first read an article provided to them. Then they read it again, slowly, this time 
summarizing it one paragraph at at time. Then they make commentary next to their summary

Rational Tool 1

This strategy is one that allows for maximum analysis of an article. This is a pre-writing tool.

Improve Tool 1

I will do this strategy again next time, for I find it useful, and students seem to see the benefit of it as well.

Description Tool 2

Thesis template exercise. I have students write out a sample thesis statement following specific guidelines and templates in class, a thesis that does all the things 
that a Thesis is meant to do. Then, I allow them to tinker with the strict format and wor

Rational Tool 2

The rationale is the creation of a better and more effective thesis statement. This is a pre-writing tool.

Improve Tool 2

I will do this strategy again next time, for I find it useful, and students seem to see the benefit of it as well. This is a pre-writing tool.
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Department

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPR 0700

Description Tool 1

Using articles from the Greeneville Sun, students had to identify main ideas and supporting details

Rational Tool 1

Majority of students were factual learners which want ideas to connect to everyday life

Improve Tool 1

It was hard to find articles that I thought the students would find interesting. Next time I will get articles from USA Today.

Description Tool 2

Students wrote vocabulary words on colored sheets of paper

Rational Tool 2

Majority of students were visual learners. I thought the color might help them remember the vocabulary words better

Improve Tool 2

Students enjoyed doing this but it took up a lot of classroom time and I did not see any overall improvements on students' quiz grades. I would not do this activity 
again.
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Department

Humanities

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPR 0800

Description Tool 1

Using articles from the Greeneville Sun, students had to identify main ideas and supporting details

Rational Tool 1

Majority of students were factual learners which want ideas to connect to everyday life

Improve Tool 1

It was hard to find articles that I thought the students would find interesting. Next time I will get articles from USA Today.

Description Tool 2

Students wrote vocabulary words on colored sheets of paper

Rational Tool 2

Majority of students were visual learners. I thought the color might help them remember the vocabulary words better

Improve Tool 2

Students enjoyed doing this but it took up a lot of classroom time and I did not see any overall improvements on students' quiz grades. I would not do this activity 
again.
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Department

Developmental Reading

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPR 0800

Description Tool 1

We played Vocabulary Bingo. Even though this seemed "elementary", they really enjoyed it. Furthermore, every student did significantly better on the vocabulary 
quiz covering these words. Even the students that normally struggle with vocabulary did well.

Rational Tool 1

The majority of the class are visual learners, and this helped them to see the words in a different way. Also, it is somewhat boring for them to just have a list of 
words and definitions to memorize, so this helped "drill" the definitions in a fun way.

Improve Tool 1

I would use this again because of the improvement of quiz scores. I would use it earlier in the semester also.

Description Tool 2

For the chapter on Argument, I brought in old magazines and had them discern what point different advertisers were trying to make. I had Life magazine from 1940, 
Good Housekeeping from 1965, and Southern Living from 1984 and 2008. It was interesting to se

Rational Tool 2

Because the students are visual learners, deciding the main point based on illustrations was easier for some than using the traditional paragraphs in the textbook.

Improve Tool 2

I would probably use this again for Argument or Main Idea, but I would like to find ways to teach some of the other chapters in the Reading book.
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Department

Developmental Writing

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPW 0700

Description Tool 1

Whenever I used Power Point presentations, I make sure to incorporate lots of animation, sound effects, and humor.

Rational Tool 1

Since most of my students were visual and active learners, the colorful, animated presentations more easily captured the students' attention, and the humor made 
them feel more connected with the instructor as well as with the subject matter.

Improve Tool 1

I should definitely work on creating many more creative Power Points that incorporate humor and animation or live video clips.

Description Tool 2

Before each and every writing assignment, students would follow the exact same steps: 1. begin by generating ideas with a prewriting strategy 2.narrow down 3-4 
best related ideas 3. develop a working topic statement 4. complete a paragraph outline 5. crea

Rational Tool 2

This strategy especially benefits sequential learners. By following these steps before every writing assignment, students developed a better understanding of the 
writing process and created more focused, organized paragraphs.

Improve Tool 2

Sometimes students simply would copy the sentences straight from their outlines without adding details and appropriate transitions. So, I will work on creating an 
outline that offers the choice of appropriate transitional words/phrases between ideas and details. Also, I will encourage students to come up with a list of 
descriptive words/phrases during the prewriting process that can be incorporated throughout the paragraph.
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Department

Developmental Reading

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPR 0800-008

Description Tool 1

For Tool 1 I developed a powerpoint from the text book material for each chapter in the book.

Rational Tool 1

For Tool 1 I developed a powerpoint from the text book material for each chapter in the book.

Improve Tool 1

Regarding the improvement strategy for Tool 1, I will try to make the powerpoints more interactive for students so that there is more participation which will 
produce quality learning.

Description Tool 2

For teaching Tool 2, I used graphics from the text book to help clarify concepts.

Rational Tool 2

The rationale for selecting Tool 2, is that visuals seem to help students understand the information being presented.

Improve Tool 2

The improvement strategy for Tool 2 is that I will continue to use the graphics because they help clarify the information being presented to students. Chapter Test 
scores improved when I used the graphics.
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Department

Developmental Writing

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPW-0700-007

Description Tool 1

Students viewed a web-site on nouns and used an art print pictured on the web-site in order to pick out various kinds of nouns.

Rational Tool 1

Tried to address the needs of those DSPW-0700 students who function best using the visual learning style.

Improve Tool 1

I would definitely use this site again, but I would wait until later in the semester when the students are more willing to verbally communicate in the class.

Description Tool 2

Students were given paragraph graphic organizers for several of the various types of paragraphs they were required to submit.

Rational Tool 2

Students need a concrete format when carrying out the exploring strategy section of their paragraph writing process. They need to be shown how to organize their 
prewriting ideas in a logical manner.

Improve Tool 2

Next semester I plan on expanding the use of the paragraph graphic organizers to hopefully all of the paragraphs required to be written by my students.
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Department

Developmental Reading

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPR 0700 008

Description Tool 1

For Tool 1 I developed a powerpoint from the text book material for each chapter in the book.

Rational Tool 1

The rationale for selecting Tool 1 was to motivate students to focus, listen, and participate during the presentation of the lessons.

Improve Tool 1

Regarding the improvement strategy for Tool 1, I will try to make the powepoints more interactive for students so that there is more participation which will 
produce quality learning.

Description Tool 2

For teaching Tool 2, I used graphics from the text book to help clarify concepts.

Rational Tool 2

The rationale for selecting Tool 2, is that visuals seem to help students understand the information being presented.

Improve Tool 2

The improvement strategy for Tool 2 is that I will continue to use the graphics because they help clarify the information being presented to students. Chapter Test 
scores improved when I used the graphics.
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Department

Developmental Reading

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPR 0700-010

Description Tool 1

For Tool 1 I developed a powerpoint from the text book material for each chapter in the book.

Rational Tool 1

The rationale for selecting Tool 1 was to motivate students to focus, listen, and participate during the presentation of the lessons.

Improve Tool 1

Regarding the improvement strategy for Tool 1, I will try to make the powerpoints more interactive for students so that there is more participation which will 
produce quality learning.

Description Tool 2

For teaching Tool 2, I used graphics from the text book to help clarify concepts.

Rational Tool 2

The rationale for selecting Tool 2, is that visuals seem to help students understand the information being presented.

Improve Tool 2

The improvement strategy for Tool 2 is that I will continue to use the graphics because they help clarify the information being presented to students. Chapter Test 
scores improved when I used the graphics.
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Department

Developmental Reading

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPR 0800-010

Description Tool 1

For Tool 1 I developed a powerpoint from the text book material for each chapter in the book.

Rational Tool 1

The rationale for selecting Tool 1 was to motivate students to focus, listen, and participate during the presentation of the lessons.

Improve Tool 1

Regarding the improvement strategy for Tool 1, I will try to make the powerpoints more interactive for students so that there is more participation which will 
produce quality learning.

Description Tool 2

For teaching Tool 2, I used graphics from the text book to help clarify concepts.

Rational Tool 2

The rationale for selecting Tool 2, is that visuals seem to help students understand the information being presented.

Improve Tool 2

The improvement strategy for Tool 2 is that I will continue to use the graphics because they help clarify the information being presented to students. Chapter Test 
scores improved when I used the graphics.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

ENGL 2410

Description Tool 1

Students did group PowerPoint presentations on a circle of Dante's Inferno.

Rational Tool 1

This collaborative group gives students of all learning styles an opportunity to use their strengths to develop a presentation for the class to better understand a 
specific section of Dante's Inferno.

Improve Tool 1

I learned from last term to give students more lab time to work together under supervision, so I can answer questions, give reminders abour requirements, and 
foster collaboration. It was possible to reserve the writing lab during this 3 hour class, so for

Description Tool 2

To engage students in ancient literature, I have them find "modern sightings" in our culture where these works are referred to such as in movies, books, songs, TV 
shows, games, parodies, etc. . . . I give them several points extra credit for sharing these

Rational Tool 2

For any type of learner, this is a chance to engage in the course. It creates excitement and competition. Students become suddenly aware of how ancient literature 
surrounds them every day. They are eager to share and investigate modern connections to famous works. And this is something they continue to do even after the 
course is complete.

Improve Tool 2

I provided several examples for folks this term and gave more suggestions of where they might be on the lookout for modern sightings. More students seemed to 
respond. I also gave them the opportunity to send me the info in email as well where they provided links.
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Department

Developmental Writing

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

DSPW 0800

Description Tool 1

Since many students tend to have difficulty elaborating on their ideas, my second assigned essay is the descriptive essay, which asks students to use a variety of 
details to appeal to the senses in order to vividly describe something. The lecture on this 

Rational Tool 1

I think this teaching tool is effective because it allows students to see how the choice of details can create a very effective dominant impression and attitude, both 
imperative parts of a successful descriptive essay. The visual aspect of the activity rallies student involvement, especially since I choose pictures that lend themselves 
to drastic dominant impressions.

Improve Tool 1

Students love this activity; however, I only planned to show one picture, which only allowed one person for each group to visually participate. Students wanted to 
continue describing, but I simply did not have another picture. The next time I do this acti

Description Tool 2

Often, when students write compare and contrast essays, uneven development becomes a problem. Simply stated, most students argue that one item of 
comparison/contrast is better than another item, but students only really discuss the item they like. Since a

Rational Tool 2

Making writing more visual for learners is challenging. When students write compare and contrast essays, they generally know that more information is needed, but 
they cannot answer the imperative question, â€œWhere is more information needed?â€� Creating a visual representation through two different colored 
highlighters helps students to see where they have uneven development, which in turn helps them see where to add information.

Improve Tool 2

Telling the students to bring highlighters and the students actually bringing them is two different ideas. When I did this activity, I had students who did not bring 
highlighters, and I was not prepared. I need a container of highlighters to offer to students when doing this activity. Additionally, I would like to expand this activity 
to other essays in order to help students find repetition, pronoun reference problems, and even key words. Hence, I really need to invest in multiple highlighters to 
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

ENGL 1010

Description Tool 1

Students analyze types of appeal in Randy Pausch's famous speech The Last Lecture. They look for emotional appeal, rational appeal, and/or ethical appeal from our 
current textbook and then use details from the speech to support their argument.

Rational Tool 1

The majority of students are visual, so being able to see and hear the speech given directly by the author seemed like a good approach. They then had access to a 
transcript when writing the essay.

Improve Tool 1

Next time, I will type a new version of the transcript which had many grammatical errors. In spite of cautioning them and showing them examples of errors, they 
reproduced them in their final essays.

Description Tool 2

Step by step directions for Randy Pausch Last Lecture argument. Instead of a long document, I broke each stage of the paper down into a step and developed a 
sequential process in an eLearn content module. From step 1 watching the lecture to step 17 revisi

Rational Tool 2

A majority of the students are sequential learners. I thought this would a better approach to the writing process, so they could focus on one step at a time.

Improve Tool 2

The sequential learners seemed to be able to follow the process well, and the global learners could see the big picture. The only drawback was getting all 17 steps to 
the campus and online tutors. It was much easier just to send them one document of my instructions in the past. I cut and pasted each step from the content 
module into a file, but it did not come out as readable as a one file Word document. I need to talk to them about a way to make this assignment easier on them. I 
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Department

Speech Communication

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

SPCH2010

Description Tool 1

Students wrote a reflective analysis comparing their Learning Styles scores with their PRCA scores (a communication analysis instrument). This was followed by a 
class discussion to process the findings.

Rational Tool 1

To expand student's ability to think critically about the impact of their learning style on their communication.

Improve Tool 1

Expand the length of the assignment.

Description Tool 2

Conducted service learning projects that allowed the students to utilize their learning styles within a small group communication context. Following the project the 
students conducted a group role analysis and commented on what their needs were throughout

Rational Tool 2

Provide a "hands-on" context for students to analyze their learning styles.

Improve Tool 2

Rethink whether I should do the project or not.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

ENGL 2410

Description Tool 1

I made an optional art-based assignment for students. If pupils submitted an original drawing, painting, or similar artistic creation of a character from one of the 
texts we read, I dropped their lowest quiz score.

Rational Tool 1

I created this assignment in order to relate to the visual and active learners in my Western World Literature 1 classes.

Improve Tool 1

Students seemed to enjoy this assignment, but next time I will give them more time to complete the project (as students were also working on research papers 
while completing the art assignment).

Description Tool 2

I used a helpful Internet resource when we addressed Old English texts in class. The web material included a picture of the original _Beowulf_ text and an audio file 
featuring a person actually reading the Old English work aloud.

Rational Tool 2

I thought this was a good tutorial for both the visual and verbal leaners in my Western World Lit. 1 classes. Students could actually see (via the picture) how different 
Old English is from Modern English, and they could hear the differences as well.

Improve Tool 2

This assignment worked well, and next time I plan to use a similar tutorial for the Middle English section of our course.
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Department

English

Semester

Fall 2010

CourseNumber

ENGL1010

Description Tool 1

Class examined article taken from database describing the Generation Y characteristics. This reflection was developed to help students from different generations 
(late boomers, Generation W and Gen Y) learn to cooperate more effectively in the classroom.

Rational Tool 1

The students did a writing group prewriting activity analyzing Gen Y characteristics and comparing their learning styles to Gen Y learning styles. This prewriting 
informed a possible essay topic.

Improve Tool 1

I would introduce this article earlier in the term. This reflection activity might have improved cooperation, especially within writing groups.

Description Tool 2

The class examined YouTube videos which exposed tolerance issues. This activity informed a prewriting activity. Students were asked to reflect, using the videos and 
their own personal experiences. The pivotal video was concerned with bullying: the Joel Bu

Rational Tool 2

Using YouTube demonstrates the tremendous effect these videos have on its viewers, namely, how YouTube exposes social problems and personalizes so that 
viewers are given the opportunity to examine their biases.

Improve Tool 2

I would introduce social networking studies to complement this activity. A better understanding of the power of YouTube is incredibly important to our students' 
understanding of instant communication and its implications to the future of teaching methods in higher ed.
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