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Walters State Community College has hon-
ored eight alumni with its highest distinction: 
distinguished alumnus. The awards were pre-
sented at the annual meeting of the Walters 
State Foundation trustees at the Morristown 
campus in May. 

Recipients of the 2012 Distinguished Alumni 
in Civic Achievement Award are Mayor Bill 
Brittain, Eddie Davis and Evonne Surber-
Green. Randy Clark, F. Braxton Terry and 
Judge Michael Murphy received the 2012 
Distinguished Alumni in Professional Achieve-
ment Award. Ryan Cabbage received the 
2012 Distinguished Alumni in Athletic 
Achievement and Dr. Crystal Rice received the 
2012 Distinguished Alumni in Community/
Volunteer Service Award.

“The Walters State Distinguished Alumni 
Award  is given to alumni who have demon-
strated outstanding service in their profes-
sion and/or community and have brought 
honor and distinction to Walters State,” said 
Dr. Wade McCamey, president of the college. 

On choosing the annual meeting of the foun-
dation as the setting for honoring alumni, 
McCamey said “nothing better represents or 
is more symbolic of this foundation’s mission 
and purpose than the accomplishments of 
our graduates.” 

Brittain (‘78) is currently Hamblen County 
mayor and has spent much of his life in public 
service. He led the Senators tennis team to 
three national junior college tournaments as 
a student and, later, a coach. Brittain had a 
distinguished career in broadcasting and was 
named the Tennessee Broadcaster of the Year 
by the Associated Press. In 1994, he was ap-
pointed Hamblen County trustee. In 2010, he 
was elected Hamblen County mayor. 

Davis (‘85), of Morristown, served for 18 
years as a member of the college’s Child 
Development Technical Education degree 
advisory board. For 32 years, Davis was the 
executive director of the Youth Emergency 
Shelter. He and his wife, Betty, supervised 

Eight Honored With Walters State 
2012 Distinguished Alumni Awards

Walters State Community College honored eight alumni with the 2012 Distinguished Alumni Awards 
during the annual meeting of the Walters State Foundation trustees. Seated from left are Judge Michael 
Murphy, Evonne Surber-Green, Dr. Crystal Rice, Randy Clark; Standing are, from left, Dr. Wade McCamey, 
president of Walters State, Eddie Davis, Mayor Bill Brittain, F. Braxton “Brack” Terry, Ryan Cabbage and 
Wanda Harrell, coordinator of Alumni Affairs at Walters State.

continued on page 3

Coming Events
Robert Russell To Be Honored
Robert Russell, retired associate professor of 
Industrial Technology, will be honored with a 
reunion on Oct. 27.

“Robert was not only our teacher, he is our 
friend and continued to be mentor. This re-
union will be a first for Walters State and we 
are very excited to honor him,” said Kathryn 
Trawick, committee chair.

Invitations are being sent using the alumni 
database. If you are a former student of 
Russell’s, please update the alumni form 
at www.ws.edu/alumni to make sure your 
invitation goes to the right address. If you 
would like to attend and have not received 
an invitation by September, please contact 
Wanda Harrell at 423-585-6976 or the Col-
lege Advancement office at 423-585-2629. 

Calling All Artists! 
Thank you for the great response to the arti-
cle about award-winning artist and alumnus 
Beau Bradford, which was published in 
the last edition of “The HUB.” Turns out, 
Walters State is the alma mater of so many 
successful and talented artists. The division 
of College Advancement would like to show 
off your work with a special Walters State 
Alumni Art show in the fall. 

Artists in all media are invited, including 
painters, sculptures, photographers, quilters 
and more. This is a show, not a sale. Please 
contact Wanda Harrell at 423-585-6976 
if you would like to show. This is open to 
alumni and friends of the college. 

Attend the Harvest Fest Oct. 4
Walters State Support Staff Council’s Harvest 
Festival will be Oct. 4 from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
in the “Z” Buda Assembly Hall and Gym-
nasium on the Morristown campus. This 
hugely popular event was previously held in 
December.

Space is offered on a first-come, first-served 
basis. The cost of a booth is $40, with 
alumni receiving a $15 discount. For vendor 
packets, contact Karen Buel at 423-585-
6788, Karen.Buel@ws.edu.

Proceeds fund scholarships for support staff 
members continuing their education.



By 2018, more than half of all jobs in Tennessee will require some 

form of postsecondary degree or certificate.

At the state and national levels, community colleges are being 

looked to as vehicles for increasing higher education degree 

attainment rates and training our nation ’s workforce. Community 

colleges enroll almost half of U.S. college undergraduates. 

We also prepare over half of the country ’s registered nurses 

and the majority of other health-care workers and 80 percent 

of first responders such as paramedics, police officers and 

firefighters. 

Furthermore, community colleges are in a position to adapt 

and respond quickly to the needs of the local workforce. 

At Walters State, we work closely with area businesses, 

industries, healthcare organizations and governmental and 

educational entities to ensure that our students graduate with the 

knowledge and skills required to succeed in the 21st-century economy. Many 

of the graduates from the WSCC Class of 2012 had enrolled at Walters State to 

learn new skills after losing their jobs during the recent economic recession.

Walters State and other Tennessee community colleges already have high completion 

and job placement rates in our technical education programs. At Walters State, the 

job placement rate for technical education graduates is 92 percent. And the average job 

placement rate for Tennessee community college students who graduate from either a 

four-year university parallel or technical education program is 89 percent.

However, we have a renewed focus on increasing the retention and completion rates of 

our students, especially those enrolled in four-year transfer programs.

Leading the way in this effort to increase college completion rates are the state of 

Tennessee and the college ’s governing board, the Tennessee Board of Regents. In 2010, 

the Tennessee General Assembly enacted the Complete College Tennessee Act (CCTA). 

The overarching goal of the CCTA is for the state to meet the projected national 

average in educational attainment by 2025. Included in the CCTA legislation was a 

mandate for a comprehensive statewide community college system of coordinated 

programs and services.

This new community college system has a new, official name: Tennessee ’s 

Community Colleges. A statewide marketing campaign to promote the benefits and 

enhance the awareness of Tennessee ’s Community Colleges will be launched in the 

near future.

Also in support of the CCTA, the Tennessee Transfer Pathways (TTP) program 

was developed. The TTP program provides students who want to complete 

a bachelor ’s degree a guarantee that their credits will transfer to a public 

university in Tennessee if they choose any one of 50 different majors offering 

transfer pathways. The TTP also includes many private Tennessee four-year 

colleges and universities.

These are just a couple of the many initiatives the TBR and Walters State 

are implementing to improve the state ’s college retention and graduation rates. 

Walters State and other community colleges are well positioned to meet this 

challenge.

A Message From The President

President ’s Message



the shelter in providing around-the-clock 
care for over 12,500 children in crisis. He has 
served many committees and task forces. 
Since 1991, he has served as the Hamblen 
County coroner.

Surber-Green (‘00), of Morristown, is state 
director of AmeriCorp. She oversees programs 
and mobilizes volunteers to provide assis-
tance to the elderly and individuals affected 
by natural disasters and poverty. She is also 
project director for Volunteers in Service to 
America. In this role, Surber-Green provides 
support for public housing agencies and other 
anti-poverty initiatives. As a volunteer, she 
trains over 300 individuals for emergency 
response every year. She was instrumental in 
providing disaster services following the 2009 
Nashville flood and last year’s tornadoes in 
Greene and Claiborne counties. 

Clark (‘74), of Huntersville, S.C., began as an 
engineer with Michelin North America and 
quickly moved up the ranks. Titles included 
regional manager for truck sales; vice presi-
dent of marketing for Michelin North Amer-
ica truck tires; and head of global industry 
standards and government. He is now vice 
president for standards and regulations for 
emerging zones on five continents. With one 
of last year’s distinguished alumni recipients, 
Vicki Elsbernd, and under the guidance of 
Dr. James Ford, professor emeritus, Clark 
designed what is now known as the Dr. James 
Ford Observatory. Clark was also one of the 
first students to win a state-wide award while 
a student at Walters State – an individual 
award for debate. 

Murphy (‘77) has had a distinguished career 
in law, both in private practice and as a judge. 

He worked in Morristown’s first legal aid 
office, giving free legal assistance to those in 
need. He also practiced as an elder law attor-
ney for the East Tennessee Human Resource 
Agency. He has headed his own firm for the 
past 32 years. He has served as Morristown 
Municipal Court Judge and as a Special Judge 
for the Hamblen County General Sessions 
Court. He is a past president of the Hamblen 
County Bar Association. He is active in many 
local charities. As a student, he served as the 
editor of “Gallery,” the college’s literary and 
arts magazine. He has nurtured his creative 
side and is an accomplished photographer 
with works featured in many shows and 
exhibitions. 

Terry (‘90), of Greeneville, is one of the lead-
ing products liability/ personal injury attor-
neys in Tennessee. He has been admitted to 
practice before both the Tennessee Supreme 
Court and the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
He has been named a Super Lawyers Rising 
Star and a Super Lawyer, given to only 5 per-
cent of Tennessee attorneys. He is a member 
of the Million Dollar and Multi-Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum. He is past president of the 
Northeast Tennessee Federal Bar Association. 
He is president of Ridin’ High, a therapeutic 
horse riding organization dedicated to help-
ing disabled individuals. He has provided an 
invaluable service to the college as a past 
president of the Walters State Foundation and 
as a trustee. With his mother and siblings, 
Terry recently established the Charles Terry 
Athletic Scholarship Endowment as an honor 
to his father.

Cabbage (‘95), of Charlotte, N.C., holds the 
distinction of winning the first national cham-
pionship for Walters State in 1995. He earned 

Alumni News & Events

Eight Individuals Receive 2012 Distinguished Alumni Awards

Join the Walters State Community College National Alumni Association for the second annual “Run for Fund” on Saturday, Oct. 6. Last year’s 
inaugural event drew around 100 people from all over East Tennessee. This 5K run (or fun walk) includes a loop around the Morristown campus 
and, construction permitting, College Square Mall. Registration on race day begins at 7 a.m., with the race starting at 8 a.m. The course is rela-
tively flat. Last year the winning time was 20:30.

Pre-registration is $20; race-day registration is $25. Alumni pre-registra-
tion is only $18. All pre-registered participants receive a T-shirt. Awards 
will be given for top male and female runners, grand masters and the 
first three in each category. There is no entry fee for children under 14 
if a parent/guardian is participating. Last year, over $1,800 was raised to 
establish a scholarship fund. The first recipient will be announced this 
fall with preference given to children and grandchildren of alumni.

Sponsorship opportunities are also available in categories ranging from 
$100 mile marker sponsorships to $1,500 gold sponsorships. For more 
information, contact Wanda Harrell, coordinator of alumni affairs and 
special events, at 423-585-6976. 

the NJCAA Individual National Golf Champion-
ship. He continued his collegiate career in golf 
at Auburn University, where he led the Tigers 
to the NCAA Championship Tournament. After 
earning his degree in communications, he 
was hired as the assistant men’s golf coach at 
Auburn. During his tenure, the team won the 
2002 SEC Championship. In 2009, he became 
the assistant women’s coach and in 2011 
helped them win a SEC Championship. This 
gives Cabbage the distinction of winning SEC 
championships in both men’s and women’s 
golf in separate years. In 2011, he was named 
head golf coach at the University of North 
Carolina in Charlotte. He is actively involved 
in teaching golf to children as an instructor 
and director of numerous golf camps and as 
a tournament director for junior golf tourna-
ments.

Rice (‘96), of Morristown, returned to the 
college to teach not long after completing her 
associate’s, bachelor’s and master’s degrees. 
She started as an adjunct faculty member and 
became full-time instructor of mathematics in 
2000. She is currently an associate professor. 
Rice earned her Doctorate of Philosophy de-
gree in teacher education from the University 
of Tennessee in 2007. She pioneers teaching 
methods and works within her division to 
make math as student-friendly as possible. 
Rice is not just committed to improving lives 
as an associate professor but dedicated to 
serving others through volunteer work and 
community outreach projects. At Walters 
State, she is co-director of the college’s math/
science summer camps for middle school 
students. She has also served as a math con-
sultant for the P-16 initiative “Bringing Math 
Teachers Together.”

Start Training: Alumni & Friends 5K “Run for Fund” Is Oct. 6

(Continued from page 1)



1974 
Steve Wice, Social Work, is a social worker 
at the Bedford (Va.) County Nursing Home. 
He retired from the City of Roanoke De-
partment of Social Services after 20 years 
of service in 2009. He and his wife, Cindy, 
have a daughter, Sally, and a son, Eric. 
 
1988
Russell Smith, Business, completed his 
MBA in 2011 from East Tennessee State 
University. He is the director of purchasing 
and materials management at Forenta, L.P. 
in Morristown. He and his wife, Darlene, 
have three children.

1991
Amy Cupp Zeh, Nursing, earned her BSN 
at Lincoln Memorial University and her 
MSN in 2010. She works as a family nurse 
practitioner at Pine Mountain Clinic in 
Kentucky and lives in New Tazewell. She is 
also completing her DNP through Vander-
bilt University. 
 
1992 
Jim Hollifield, Humanities, was named 
Disney Geek of the Week in April by D23, 
the official Disney Fan club. Hollifield was 
recognized for his collection of Disney vinyl 
records. He is director of communications 
at the Southern College of Optometry. 
 
1998 
Christy Lane, Nursing, is director of acute 
care nursing at Takoma Regional Hospital 
in Greeneville. She oversees the medical-
surgical and intensive care units. She is 
pursuing her bachelor’s degree at King 
College.  
 
2001 
Micah-Shane Brewer, Humanities, resigned 
as founding artistic director of ETC to 
pursue his MFA in acting at the University 
of Tennessee. He has been cast as Tobias 
in the Clarence Brown Theatre’s 2012-13 
season opener, “Sweeney Todd,” alongside 
Oscar-nominated actress Dale Dickey. The 
show runs Aug. 30-Sept. 16.  
 
2003 
Mary Bailey, Medical Insurance Specialist 
and Medical Coding, lives in Tazewell and is 
patient coordinator at Healthstar Orthope-
dic and Podiatry Office.

Keri Hart, Business, is branch manager of 
Covington Credit in Jefferson City. She is 
engaged to David Frank. 

2004
Edwin DeWayne Rogers, Criminal Justice, 
completed his B.S. in criminal justice from 
ETSU in 2006. He presently works as a loss 
prevention/Security Supervisor at M Block 
and Sons in Jefferson City.

Estrella Cody, Elementary Education, com-
pleted her B.S. in Elementary Education at 
Carson-Newman College. She teaches first 
grade at West Elementary.

2006
Scott Starnes, Paramedic, completed his 
doctor of education in educational leader-
ship at ETSU. He is a health occupations 
teacher at Daniel Boone High School in 
Gray. He and his wife, Christy, have two 
children. 
 
2007
Penny Collins, Nursing, is director of ac-
creditation and clinical support at Takoma 
Regional Hospital. She previously worked 
as clinical informatics educator and has 
served in the emergency room, med-surge 
and as a charge nurse. 
 
2009
Kyle Koeneman, General Education, was 
drafted by the Arizona Razorbacks in June.

Justin Taylor, Pre-Physical Therapy, is now 
in the third semester of Walters State’s 
physical therapist assistant program. He 
says he returned to his alma mater to find 
a career path he enjoys!

Jessica Shelton, Nursing, completed her 
BSN from ETSU in 2010. She is the RN case 
manager at the Jefferson County (Tenn.) 
Health Department. 
 
2010
Derek Shropshire, General Studies, was se-
lected as the 2012 Outstanding Graduate 
of the University of Tennessee’s Rhetoric 
and Writing Program. He also received the 
Blakely Award of Distinction in Technical 
and Professional Communications.  He is 
employed as an SEO specialist at an Inter-
net marketing company.

Rhonda Halcomb, RRT, Respiratory Care, 
is a respiratory therapist at the University 
of Tennessee Medical Center. She lives 
in Newport with her husband and two 
children.

Travel with WS 
to Costa Rica
Join students and faculty during spring 
break, 2013, on a nine-day trip to Costa 
Rica. The trip will be hosted by Dr. Foster 
Chason, vice president for Student Affairs, 
and Dr. Evelyn Honaker, dean of Business.  
The trip includes transportation, lodging, 
airfare, most meals, sightseeing tours, en-
trance to several atractions and the services 
of a full-time tour coordinator.

This time in Central America may lead to 
sensory overload. Costa Rica is home to 
an intense array of biodiversity and envi-
ronmental attractions, including majestic 
volcanoes, cloud forests, stunning river val-
leys and some of the world’s most beautiful 
beaches.

“After traveling to Europe the past several 
years, we decided to look for a new loca-
tion for spring break. Costa Rica is a tropi-
cal paradise and offers so much in the way 
of natural beauty and natural history. One 
of the national parks we will be visiting is 
home to 150 different species of birds,” 
Honaker said. 

Weather is another advantage. While other 
parts of the world may have unpredictable 
spring-time conditions, Costa Rica is more 
predictable, with sunshine and 80 degree 
temperatures expected during this trip. 
Scheduled tours include Arenal hot springs, 
the La Fortuna waterfall, Tortuguero canals, 
Braulio Carrillo National Park and a visit to 
a banana plantation. Tortuguero Village and 
National Park, Lake Arenal and the Sarapiqui 
region are also included.

 “The trips that include students, alumni 
and friends of Walters State are very re-
warding. Everyone has a different perspec-
tive and each traveler learns from others. 
Alumni who have attended our past trips 
have enjoyed it tremendously,” Honaker 
said. 

While many days will be spent sightsee-
ing and doing kayaking and other outdoor 
activities, the last day has been reserved 
as a day to enjoy the country’s Pacific coast 
beaches.

Only 30 spots are available and deposits 
will be due at the end of the summer, with 
the final payments due before Christmas. 
The cost of the trip is $2,514 for ages 30 
and older. The trip is filled on a first-come, 
first-served basis. For more information, 
contact Chason at 423-585-2680 or Honaker 
at 423-585-6978. 

C lass  Notes



You probably haven’t met alumna Stacie 
(Schell) Bohanan, but you’ve likely heard 
the results of her work – when a television 
anchor says “the FBI needs your help.”

Bohanan has 
spent more 
than a decade 
fighting crime in 
the 40 counties 
east of Nash-
ville. Now, she’s 
ready to take 
that fight to a 
global level. 
In September, 
she’ll be moving 
to the FBI’s office in Australia for a three-
year stint. 

“I love what I do and I love working for the 
FBI,” said the 1998 graduate. She credits the 
agency with helping her find her place in 
the world.

“I knew I wanted to work in law enforce-
ment, but I didn’t know exactly what I 
wanted to do. I was working at the Sevier-
ville Police Department and knew several 
agents. They encouraged me to apply and 
this has turned out to be the perfect ca-
reer,” she said. 

She joined the FBI as a stenographer. 
Bohanan said the job title is somewhat mis-
leading; the job was far from boring.

“Having the opportunity to transcribe many 
of the records relevant to current cases was 
fascinating. You really go to know what was 
going on in the Division,” she recalled. 

After only a few months, Bohanan moved 
into the accounting office. She continued 
her education, earning her bachelor’s de-
gree from Tusculum and a master’s degree 
in strategic intelligence from American 
Military University.  She was ready when 
an intelligence analyst position came open. 
In that position, she worked for the office’s 
counter-intelligence unit as part of the Joint 
Terrorism Task Force. 

Bohanan said many people would be sur-
prised by the changes at the agency since 
9/11. 

“Our top priority is preventing another ter-
rorist attack. East Tennessee is target-rich, 
being home to national research facilities 
and other resources,” Bohanan said. 

She rarely speaks about the office’s intel-
ligence and counter-intelligence activity 
in her current job as public affairs officer. 
Instead, she works with the media to solicit 
help from the public in catching bank rob-
bers or solving kidnappings. 

“Our agents and professional support 
employees work very hard, but none of 
us would be able to complete our mission 
without the assistance of those we serve.  

We do receive a lot of support from the 
public. We’re also using more ways to com-
municate,” she said.

Bohanan is also the face of the FBI, mak-
ing presentations to community groups 
and young people. The Seymour native is 
responsible for planning the eight-week FBI 
Citizens Academy. She also puts together 
the Junior Special Agent Program for area 
sixth graders and a a Young Adult Leader-
ship Program for high school students. 

With the excellent reputation Walters State 
has for its criminal justice program, Bohan-
an isn’t surprised that her work often con-
nects her to other alumni. Her colleague for 
public affairs in the Washington Burea office 
is alumnus Jason Pack, supervisory spe-
cial agent for public affairs in the Bureau’s 
Washington, D.C. office. 

Husband Jim and children Kiana, 12, and 
Ian, 10, will be joining their wife and mother 
for her three-year stint in Australia. 

“The whole family is excited about it. We’ve 
known we were going for some time, so 
we’ve found so many places we want to visit 
while I’m working in Australia,” she said. 

And when that’s over?

“I plan to come right back to Knoxville. 
There’s no place like East Tennessee.”

Alumna Serves as Face, Voice for FBI Knoxville Office

Choral Alumni Join Students for Spring Performance
Former members of the Walters State Sensations and the WSCC Choir joined current students for their spring choral concert. Alumni ranged 
from members of the Class of ‘94 to recent graduates. While choir members enjoyed renewing old friendships and meeting new friends, the 
highlight for them was the opportunity to sing again. Many now direct school or church choirs and are usually standing in front leading oth-
ers, as opposed to actually being part of the choir. The event was organized by Laura Ritter, director of choral programs and assistant dean of 
Humanities. She hopes to make this an annual tradition. Former choral students who would like to be included next time should contact Ritter 
at Laura.Ritter@ws.edu.



Dr. Eugene de Silva, associate professor of 
Physics and Chemistry, received his 9th Dan 
from the World Kick Boxing Council, the high-
est award given for this form of martial arts. 
He has also founded the National Accrediting 
Commission for Martial Arts. This organiza-
tion will regulate and accredit martial arts at 
the university level. 

Dr. Lisa Eccles, associate professor of Biol-
ogy, was named a Distinguished Advisor by 
Phi Theta Kappa at the group’s international 
conference. 

Jeff Gazzo, assistant professor of Criminal 
Justice, has been initiated into Phi Theta 
Kappa, the nation’s oldest, most selective and 
most prestigious all-discipline honor society. 
He has also received the Nicolas J. Carimi, Jr. 
Distinguished Criminal Justice Professional 
Award. 

Cesar Gracia, director of the Regional Law 
Enforcement Academy, has been selected 
to sit on the Tennessee High School Criminal 
Justice Steering Committee.

Cheryl Harold, WIA Career Center Specialist, 
was the first recipient of the Tennessee WIA 
Customer Service Employee of the Year. She 
was chosen from nominations across Tennes-
see. 

Kay Heck, associate professor of English, has 
been notified that one of her poems will be 
included in “The Southern Anthology – Ten-
nessee.” The poem is about gardening tradi-
tions she shares with her father. 

Dr. Tim Holder, assistant professor of History, 
received the first Walters State R. Jack Fish-

Faculty News & Notes
man Author Recognition Award. Holder is the 
author or co-author of seven books, including 
the “Ask the Professor” series and “Nixon and 
His Men: The Road through Watergate.”

Everett Painter, counselor, presented a 
workshop on vicarious trauma at the Smoky 
Mountain Counselor’s Association Confer-
ence. The same presentation has been 
accepted for the Southern Association for 
Counselor Education and Supervision Confer-
ence, to be held in Savannah, Ga., in Septem-
ber.

John Phelps, Paramedic Clinical Program di-
rector, has been elected as Tennessee Advo-
cacy Coordinator for the National Association 
of Emergency Medical Technicians. 

Marty Rucker, dean of Health Programs, 
was named Adult Educator of 2012 by the 
East Tennessee College Alliance. ETCA is a 
coalition of higher education institutions that 
promotes lifelong learning.

Dr. Terry Rawlinson, associate professor of 
Psychology, researched “Individual Differenc-
es in Working Memory Capacity and Presence 
in Virtual Environments.” The resulting paper 
was accepted for publication by the 2012 
International Conference on Brain Inspired 
Cognitive Systems and will be presented in 
Shenyang, China this July.

Jane Shrader, RHIA, assistant professor of 
Health Information Management, received 
the Tennessee Health Information Manage-
ment Association’s Volunteer Award. The 
award recognizes her commitment and her 
volunteer work in the Knoxville Area Health 
Information Management Association.

Four faculty members received Distinguished Faculty Member Awards this year. From left are Dr. Wade 
McCamey, president; Dr. Kay Moneyhun, coordinator and professor of Mathematics; Kim Bolton, depart-
ment head and associate professor of Biology; Robin Ringer, associate professor of Speech; and Viki 
Rouse, associate professor of English. At right is Dr. Lori Campbell, vice president for Academic Affairs.  

Four Receive 2011-12 Distinguished Faculty Awards

Laura Ritter, assistant dean for Humanities 
and head of the Choral Department, has 
been appointed to the Tennessee Arts Com-
mission’s 2012 Citizen Advisory Panel. The 
panel offers advice on program planning and 
reviews grant applications. Ritter will serve as 
a year-round resource for the commission.

Good Luck Retirees
Walters State wishes the best to those faculty 
and staff members who announced their 
retirement during spring 2012. Some have 
already left, while others will be working 
through the summer: Betty Bowlin, custodian; 
Dr. James Crawford, assistant vice president 
for Academic Affairs/dean of Humanities; 
Henry Drinnon, vice president for College Ad-
vancement; Reg Jellicorse, associate professor 
of Golf and Turfgrass Management; Sheila 
Morris, coordinator of Diversity Services; 
Linda Roberts, assistant vice president for 
Academic Affairs/dean of Distance Education; 
and Glenda Seal, coordinator of Information 
Processing.

HITECH Program Extended
The non-credit HITECH Workforce Training 
Program funding has been extended and 
stipends are still available. The program 
provides six different skill sets needed for 
the switch to electronic health records. The 
course program is ideal for health care or 
information technology professionals looking 
to update skills or make a career change. The 
class can be completed in six months or less, 
with everything online. The course is quite the 
bargain – students who complete the course 
in six months receive a stipend reimburse-
ment, making the cost $63. Call 423-585-6851 
for more information or visit www.ws.edu/
hit. The program is funded by the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

Public Safety Program Recognized by FEMA
Walters State’s Fire Science Program was one 
of the first to receive the National Fire Acad-
emy’s Fire and Emergency Services Higher 
Education (FESHE) distinction. The recognition 
acknowledges regionally accredited institu-
tions that promote the standardization of fire 
science course titles, descriptions and out-
comes. In awarding the distinction, the U.S. 
Fire Administration and the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency looked for model 
undergraduate programs.  

In the Classroom



Walters  S tate  Ath let i cs

Hey volleyball fans – you can cheer on your 
alma mater this fall when Walters State 
fields its first volleyball team! 

Alumna and former 
basketball standout 
Jasmin Coleman has 
been named coach. 
The Lady Senators 
will begin play at the 
NJCAA Division III level 
this fall. Walters State 
is the first community 
college in Tennessee 
to offer the program. 

Dr. Wade McCamey, 
president, said that the 
announcement has been met with over-
whelming support in the community.

“Given the level of development of high 
school ladies volleyball in the service area, 
we are very excited to be the first commu-
nity college in Tennessee to initiate a team,” 
McCamey said.

The Student Government Association 
and the Student Activities Fee Committee 
voted unanimously to broaden the athletic 
and educational opportunities for women 
students by supporting the implementation 
of a volleyball team, according to Dr. Foster 
Chason, vice president for Student Affairs.

“Walters State is a leader among the com-
munity colleges in Tennessee and the South-
east in exploring and implementing ways to 
enhance the total educational experience 
for our students,” Chason said. 

“I’m excited and looking forward to lead-

ing Walters State’s first women’s volleyball 
team,” Coleman said. “Being a part of 
something starting from the ground up is 
thrilling to me. I’m also looking for the team 
to be competitive in our first season in the 
NJCAA.”

Given the high level of play at the high 
school level in East Tennessee, Chason said 
he feels the program will have no problems 
drawing players from local programs to field 
a competitive team.

“Women’s volleyball has a strong and rich 
tradition in East Tennessee and we hope to 
provide opportunities for women to con-
tinue their athletic and educational opportu-
nities through this program,” Chason said.

“We already had on staff a quality coach in 
Jasmin Coleman, who was also an exception-
al volleyball player in her own right. Coach 
Coleman has excellent rapport, and we feel 
will do an outstanding job in developing our 
program. Our initial intent is to compete at 
the NJCAA Division III level and hopefully 
grow the program to the level of our other 
nationally ranked teams.”

Coleman is actively looking for players, 
managers and statisticians for the upcom-
ing season. Anyone interested in playing, or 
being a manager or statistician should call 
Coleman at 843-543-3149 or email her at 
jasmin.coleman@ws.edu. Tryouts are sched-
uled for July 12-13 from 6-8:30 p.m. on the 
Morristown campus. 

Coleman hopes fan support will be strong. 
Look for a schedule announcement late this 
summer on ws.edu.  

WSCC Adds Ladies Volleyball in 2012 

March marked the 20th anniversary of the first Lady Senators 
TJCCAA Conference Title team to play for a national title. To cel-
ebrate, some members of the original team came out to cheer 
this year’s team on to what would eventually be the ninth Lady 
Senators’ team to play in the NJCAA National Championship. 
Teammates attending the 20th reunion were, front row from 
left, Jennifer Rippetoe Lawrence, Amy Heist, Remonte Scruggs, 
Tammy Shelton Eskola; back, from left, Carrey Hedrick, Kelly 
Norton Pipes, Olivia Presley, Coach Dave Kragel, Pam Bettis Tan-
ner, Misty Young Cooper and Stefanie Payne. Team members un-
able to attend the reunion included Katrina Burchfield, Rachael 
Minor, April Gardner, Tiffany Booker, Misty Reid and James Black, 
assistant coach. The late Norman Jefferson was also an assistant 
coach on the team.

Senators, Lady
Senators Mark
Successful Spring

Jasmin Coleman

Championship Team of ‘92
Holds A Half-Time Reunion

The Senators golf team finished sixth in 
the country at the national tournament 
and claimed three of the eight spots 
on the NJCAA Division II Ping All-East 
Region Squad. Freshmen Zach Briggs 
and Jack Gillespie and sophomore Rafael 
Jackson received first team honors. The 
team also had four top-six finishes in the 
spring. 

In baseball, the Senators claimed the 
TCCAA/NJCAA Region VII championship 
and spent most of the season ranked in 
the top 10. Coach Ken Campbell passed 
the 600 win mark and the team fin-
ished 52-11.  Pitcher England Smith was 
named TCCAA Pitcher of the Year and 
was joined by Marcus Davis, Michael 
Davis and Reid Mathews on the All-TC-
CAA first team.  Kendall Keeton and Jake 
Ellison were named to the All-TCCAA 
second team.

The Lady Senators played one of their 
best seasons to date on the softball dia-
mond, ending with a 46-7 record in one 
of the nation’s toughest conferences. 
(Conference rival Chattanooga State 
went on to win the national champion-
ship.) Freshman catcher Randi Wimpy 
made school history by being Walters 
State’s first softball player named a First 
Team All American. Lindsay Loudermilk 
was named to the second team.  
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Share Your News and Win!  
Do you have a new job or a new degree? 
Maybe you just have a new address. For-
ward your information to Wanda Harrell, 
coordinator of Alumni Affairs and special 
events, and you could win a Walters State 
alumni T-shirt.     

The T-shirts have the “WS Alumni” logo 
embroidered on the upper left chest plate. 
The first 25 alumni to mail news of any sort 
to Harrell will  receive a shirt. Sizes S-3X are 
currently available with two color choices, a 
light or a dark grey.

Make sure you include your name, mailing 
address, e-mail address and T-shirt size. Also 
include the name and address of someone 
who will always know your address, usually 
your parents or a sibling. 

E-mail your information to Harrell at
     Wanda.Harrell@ws.edu or
send it through the mail c/o
     Walters State National Alumni Association
     500 South Davy Crockett Parkway
     Morristown, TN 37813-6899

For more information, contact Harrell at 423- 
585-6976.

Alumni Affairs Has New Page at www.ws.edu
The division of College Advancement has a new page on the updated www.ws.edu website 
devoted to alumni affairs. Visit www.ws.edu/alumni/ regularly to stay informed on opportu-
nities for college alumni. The page offers a direct link to the Walters State Alumni Facebook 
page. The HUB is published twice a year…so many events can’t be included. For example, last 
spring alumni had the chance to buy discounted one-day tickets to Dollywood and several 
other attractions. Stay in touch with your alma mater by liking the Alumni Facebook page or 
bookmarking the website!


